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There are people who believe that we Americans are af- 
flicted with a disease called “conventionitis”. Every time 
we want to solve a problem or plan an advance, they say, 
we have to call a convention. If we are wise, we shall not 
wholly disregard their charge. 

The Luther League of America is about to have its 
regular convention—at Roanoke, Virginia, August 15-19. 
Is this conventon to be held only because it is the custom 
to have such a gathering every so often? Yes, there is a 
custom about the frequency of conventions, but it is a 
custom based on the experience of a need. The youth of 
the Church need the inspiration of a convention which 
brings together people from Nova Scotia to California, 
from Vancouver to Florida, across synodical lines, every 
now and again. They need to come to know the scope of 
their Church on this continent and to have personal con- 
tact with persons from seemingly remote places. Their 
being under the leadership of the same speakers and 
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Which Way The Wind? 


Weather vanes are more than decorative 
devices to ornament the gables of our homes 
and schools and the steeples of our churches. 
They are a practical device to determine 
from which direction the wind is blowing. 

But some may inquire, “Of what impor- 
, tance is such knowledge?” The days of the 
three-masted schooner are over and men do 
not depend any longer upon the force of 
the wind to send their ships across the seven 
seas. That is true, but there are other uses 
for this knowledge. For example, this is the 
age of the aeroplane, and the plane, whether 
flying ship or a mere “crate”, takes off in 
the direction from which the wind is blow- 
ing. Aeronautical engineers have found that 
to face the wind helps the plane to rise more 
quickly. 

There is a parable here for us. We, like 
the aeroplane, are self-powered machines. 
(Of course, we are much more than ma- 
chines. Men are infinitely greater than the 
machines they create.) We do not have to 
be blown hither and yon by every breeze 
that blows. If we turn ourselves away from 


it, the tendency will be to move with the 
wind. If we face the direction from which 
the wind comes, we may rise to new heights 
of Christian faith and life. 

There are winds of false doctrine, involv- 
ing teaching and living today, which we 
must face. Like the Ephesians of old, we 
must not be “carried about with every wind 
of doctrine.” We dare not turn away from 
these winds and we can not escape their in- 
fluence. We must turn ourselves deliberately 
so that we may face them squarely and rise 
above the powerful forces which oppose the 
Christian faith and life. 

But how? We, too, must know which way 
the wind. When we know the Teacher and 
His teaching better—the opportunity which 
Lent affords—we shall sense the opposing 
forces more keenly and be prepared to meet 
them more surely. We also shall have the 
chance to make sure whether or not Christ 
is the Pilot of our craft. When He is aboard, 
we may face with courage and certainty 
into the wind whatever the direction from 
which it comes. 
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It was just one of those days—a rainy 
day when it didn’t even rain. For the 
first time since she and Cliff had been 
married Kathie felt definitely blue, as if 
she herself, like the weather, were get- 
ting nowhere. She had come to the city 
to study and teach music, and now look! 
She was just a switchboard operator at 
one of the city Y.W.C.A.’s—not even 
“Professional Staff,” just “Clerical Staff.” 
Would she have done better, she won- 
dered, to stick to her music? Was she 
just frittering away good time? True, 
she and Cliff were doing all right finan- 
cially, thanks to this job and his G.I. 
money, while he finished his engineering 
course. Yet there were times, like today, 
when Kathie could not help feeling that 
she had missed the boat somewhere, so 
far as she herself was concerned. 


“Hi, Kathie! Are you still working 
here?” 
“Ericka!” 


Ericka had been at the information 
desk when Kathie first came to live at 
the “Y’—how long ago that seemed! 
Then Ericka had left to take a very good 
position during the war with a commer- 
cial company where, Kathie had heard, 
she was now doing all right. She was 
probably crowding thirty-five, a meticu- 
lously groomed young business girl who 
deserved lots of credit because she had 
certainly worked her way up. The dog- 
gedly conscientious type she was, an as- 
set to any office probably. She had gone 
in with Jane Beezly, a former office sec- 
retary here at the “Y,” and was sharing 
her apartment. 

“Cute new suit,” Kathie approved. 
“Those sleeves are just right for you, 
Ericka. How’s everything?” 

“Just fine. Do you really like the 
sleeves?” Ericka walked over to the mir- 
rored door of the public-telephone booth 
to see if Kathie was kidding her. “It’s 
the first time I’ve worn it. It seems long.” 

“But the new skirts are.” 

“Look, Kathie, I came over to see if 
someone over here could help me out. 
Jane’s getting married—had you heard? 
Well, she’s moving in with Jim and his 
father—into the family home with all its 
furniture, so I’m to keep the apartment 
and Jane’s furniture. But I want some 


Two 


“Tt iss very awkward. I am sorry.” 


girl to share the apartment. You don’t 


know of anyone who's looking for a ° 


place to live, do you, Kathie?” 

Kathie burst -out laughing. “That’s a 
new one. I hardly know anyone who 
isn’t looking for a place to live. They 
just come here in droves, all day long. 
all week long. Room Registry downtown 
is on the wire two or three times a day— 
Oh, you know how it is!” 

“T know. But I just don’t want a bobby 
soxer, and I don’t want an old hag 
either.” 

It flashed through Kathie’s mind that 
it wouldn’t be easy to find just the right 
girl for Ericka, because Ericka would be 
very particular. 


“Let me ask Miss Towne.” Kathie had | 


discovered long ago that source of wis- 
dom. “A simply perfect director,’ Kathie 
often told Cliff. 

“Would you, Kathie?” 

“Tll let you know,” Kathie promised. 


Ruth Herrick Myers 


A girl was coming up ‘to the desk 
carrying traveling cases plastered with 
foreign labels. She dropped them so sud- 
denly and they took up so much space 
that the little white-haired lady who 
came in almost every afternoon to tele- 
phone nearly fell over them on her way 
to the telephone booth. 

“Oh, excuse!” The girl stretched out 
her hands just in time to save the lady 
from falling. “It iss very awkward. I am 
sorry.” ; 

“That’s all right, dear.” 
smiled on her and hurried on. 

“You have a lot of luggage all right,” 
Kathie commented uncertainly. “Have 
you a place to stay—I hope?” 

The girl looked startled. “But they 
told me I should get room at Y.W.C.A.” 
She was quite beautiful—black curly 
hair, luminous brown eyes, very red lips. 

Kathie glanced down at her luggage. 
“Manila? Are you from the Philippines? 


The lady 
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Do you live there?” 

“I did. I came here to make citizen of 
United States of America.” 

“Oh, really? You mean, you're getting 
naturalization papers? How very nice!” 
Kathie felt suddenly like the Federal 
Welcoming Committee. “We hope you'll 
like it here. But I’m still not sure we can 
find room for you. without advance 
reservations. You had none?” 

A man, also dark and foreign, sud- 
denly appeared behind the Filipino girl 
at the desk. He had a hard bitten face, 
thin and drawn. Worried, he repeated 
after Kathie: “No room? No room for 
my sister? Not at ‘Y’?” Kathie wondered 
how old he was. About fifty, she decided. 
Yet the girl was certainly not more than 
seventeen. 

“She has no place at all to stay? There 
are no accommodations where you live?” 

“Only small room I live.” Kathie could 
hardly understand him. He suddenly be- 
came quite excited and talked fast and 
furiously to the girl in a strange tongue 
of which Kathie could not understand 
even a word. Then he turned to Kathie 
again. “She get job. Must have room, 
food—” He was raising his’ voice. 

Kathie reached over and laid a hand 
on his arm. “Let me talk to the director. 
She will know what to do.” Fortunately, 
Miss Towne was in the office. “Could 
you talk with a girl and her brother who 
have just come from the Philippines, 
Miss Towne?” Kathie begged over the 
office telephone. “I seem to be having a 
Room Registry of my own this afternoon. 
Oh, thank you! Ill send them in.” She 
said to the girl, “Tl keep my eye on your 
luggage,” and directed. them into Miss 
Towne’s office. 

Kathie had a good wholesome respect 
for the Y.W.C.A. Room Registry and put 
in a plug for it whenever she could. She 
knew the untiring service the Room Reg- 
istry people had given during the war 
and were giving now during the present 
housing shortage in all the big cities. 
They had taken on all humanity’s prob- 
lems as their own. They sent out field 
workers to ride the city’s streetcars, 
trudge the sidewalks, ring doorbells, try- 
ing to locate clean, respectable rooms 
where women and girls could live de- 
cently. Their job was to interview the 
landladies and inspect every room listed 
with them, then interview prospective 
tenants and recommend them—or not— 
to the landladies. It was often a case of 
fitting the right girl to the right room 
and the proper room to the proper girl. 
For some crazy reason it simply fasci- 
nated Kathie. Of course Room Registly 
offices were downtown, but just helping 
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girls to get hooked up with acceptable 
living quarters Kathie found exciting. 
And so many girls did come and go past 
Kathie’s desk! 

The door of Miss Towne’s office 
opened. “Kathie, since the maids have 
gone home Honoria is going to help me 
to make up Number 722. I was planning 
to have Ben wash the walls, but that can 
wait. Will you check her in, please?” 

“Yes, I will, Miss Towne.” Kathie 
smiled on Honoria and her brother, 
pleased to see how relieved they looked. 

“They understand that the room is not 
permanent. Tell her about Room Regis- 
try, will you, Kathie, and how to go 
about applying for a permanent room?” 

“Yes, I will, Miss Towne.” Kathie 
spread out the guest register in front of 
Honoria and showed her where to sign. 
“O Miss Towne, have you ‘a moment? 
Ericka was here—” 

Miss Towne listened while Kathie ex- 
plained. “Hm—do I know anyone?— 
Why, Kathie, there’s Melanie. Her five 
years in the Residence are up in a month, 
and she'll be looking for a place to stay. 
I wonder if Ericka remembers Melanie.” 


Just when Kathie was begin- 
ning to get low about her 
job at the “Y” something 
happened to make her feel 
that it was very worth-while 


‘ 


“T know what I could do, Miss Towne. 
I could ask Ericka for dinner here some 
night and get Melanie to sit at our table, 
and let the two girls look each other 
over.” 

“Why don’t you? Why don’t you? 
Ericka and Melanie might be very con- 
genial,” 

“T think so too. I think that’s really an 
inspiration.” 

“Don’t raise your hopes too much. Or 
theirs, Kathie. Both girls are going to be 
pretty wary and cautious.” 

“IT know it. Of course, Melanie’s a 
Catholic and Ericka’s a Lutheran. But 
after living at the “Y they should be 
pretty broad-minded. Anyhow, Il try 
them.” 

Kathie was as nervous as any match- 
maker about that dinner party! She did 
hope Ericka and Melanie would click. 
Ericka was not sure whether she remem- 
bered Melanie or not. Melanie was even 
more uncertain, even inclined to be dub‘- 
ous about Ericka. 

“Was she that one with her hair in a 
bun? The cross one who was always 
snooping around about our radio bills?” 


- Kathie was awfully afraid Melanie 
might be describing Ericka, but she 
wasn't going to admit it. “I can’t re- 
member that she ever wore her hair in a 
bun. She has an upswing now. No, she’s 
not very tall. And I’m sure she never 
was cross with the girls—” Or was she? 
Any business girl who has worked fif- 
teen or twenty years can be plenty hard- 
boiled if necessary. 

Ericka had been as suspicious about 
this Melanie. “She isn’t that one who 
used to live in Number 709, is she? The 
one who simpered and showed her teeth, 
like this?” 

“I don’t seem to remember that Mela- 
nie simpers,” Kathie denied. “She has a 
nice smile, I think. And she’s—what was 
it that someone said once about Mrs. 
Hoover? That she was ‘courteous to the 
point of being subservient’? Well, Me- 
lanie’s like that. I can’t imagine anyone’s 
not getting along with Melanie.” 

Fortunately there was a good dinner. 
Kathie had already made out a dinner 
check for Ericka and was waiting with 
it, Melanie in tow, when Ericka walked 
into the lounge. 

“Ericka, this is Melanie.” 

Both girls almost shouted, “Oh, how 
do you do?” You could almost hear each 
one add, “No, she isn’t the one I thought 
she was after all.” 

So, cheered by such an auspicious be- 
ginning, the three went down to dinner. 
Each one, Kathie was pleased to note, 
belittled herself to some extent. 

“Tm sure youll be disappointed in my 
cooking,” Melanie said. “I really can’t 
cook at all.” 

“Well, I'm no chef,” Ericka confessed. 
“And besides, with food so high, how 
can you splurge anyhow? Jane and I al- 
ways put so much apiece into the kitty 
every week and took turns buying.” 

“That’s a good idea,” Melanie ap- 
proved. “I like my radio on a lot, do 
you? Or do you?” 

“Oh, yes! I always listen to the Morn- 
ingside Concert—” 

“So do I! Isn’t that lucky?” 

They went on comparing notes. How 
fortunate, thought Kathie, that their 
tastes in radio programs seemed to coin- 
cide! Things going along 
marvelously. 

And then Ericka threw a hook into the 
whole works. “The only thing is,” she 
said, “that Jane and I have a double 
bed.” 

“Oh, no!” Melanie cried. “Oh, no! I 
never could sleep with anyone—really! 


were really 


I'm a terribly restless sleeper. Ask any 
of my sisters. I don’t know why. I’m 
I'm a poor sleeper. 


not nervous. just 
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There isn’t any reason, especially. I just 
am.” 

“Of course,” put in Kathie miserably, 
“you could get a day bed. There’s room 
in your living room for it.” Kathie had 
been out there once for dinner. “It’s a 
shame. It’s such a cute little apartment, 
Melanie.” It did seem to Kathie that this 
just had to go through. “It’s one of those 
reconditioned little apartments in an old 
brown-stone front. It’s on the top floor 
with little dormer windows. And it’s all 
modernized with a Pullman kitchenette 
and those new bathroom lights that run 
up and down the mirror and take so long 
to go on. Really, you should see it.” 

“I know it is cute,” Melanie agreed, 
“but I just couldn’t—” 

“J don’t think Jane would have a place 
to put the davenport,” Ericka was saying 
pessimistically. “Jim’s father has one at 
the house, I’m sure. So what could she 
do with the one in the apartment, if we 
put in a day bed?” 

“T_I might come out and see the 


apartment,” Melanie conceded. “Per- 
haps—” : 
“Why don’t you?” Ericka urged. 


“Naturally, you'd want to know what 
you were getting into.” ; 

“If you got a day bed,’ Kathie per- 
sisted, “you’d each have room for a girl 
friend occasionally overnight. I should 
think that would be fun.” 

“Except that Jane wouldn't have any 
place to put the davenport,” Ericka said. 

“And I really couldn’t sleep two in a 
bed,” insisted Melanie. “Why don’t you, 
though, come up and see my room be- 
fore we go out to the apartment? Then 
you can see what kind of housekeeper I 
am.” 

Everybody laughed. But this was no 
laughing matter, Kathie knew. It was 
deadly serious. Kathie was a good house- 
keeper herself, and nothing, she knew, 
could be more terrible than to be hooked 
up with a girl who left things around all 
over the place. What a life, always pick- 
ing up bobby pins and nylons and 
hankies after some messy roommate! 

“Won't you come out too, Kathie?” 

“fd love to, but I’m working tonight. 
You two go on. Perhaps you can come 
to some agreement,” she said hopefully. 

“T hope so,” Melanie replied doubt- 
fully. “But I just couldn’t sleep two in a 
bed.” 

“And ['m sure I don’t know what Jane 
would do with her davenport if we got a 
day bed,” Ericka repeated. 

The two girls had a lot in common if 
they but knew it, Kathie grumbled to 
herself. Both as stubborn as mules! 

Kathie didn’t have any better luck with 
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Honoria Aguila. Honoria was deliriously 
happy. Hadn’t she got a room at the “Y” 
after all? Wasn't everything working out 
“O.K.,” as everyone said in the U.S.A.? 
Weren't the girls just grand to her? and 
Miss Towne? and that girl—Kathie, was 
itP—at the switchboard? Besides, there 
was a cute elevator boy, Jose Trinidad, 
Mexican, who spoke Spanish as she did. 

“Hi, Jose!” she would greet him when 
he came on at four o'clock. “Hola! Como 
estas?” 

“Buenas tardes!” Jose would grin. 

“Como le gusta el trabajo de elevador?” 
Honoria would rattle on. How did he 
like his job? 

“Bien me gusta mucho,” Jose would 
assure her warmly in a tone and with a 
look that left no doubt about certain 
pleasant aspects of running this “Y” ele- 
vator. 

And then the girls! They made a great 
fuss over her. 

“You mean you were in Manila all 
during the war, Honoria?” “And is that 
the brother who was held two years by 
the Japs? The one who comes to see 
you?” “Is he really only twenty-eight? 
Honestly?” 

“He was tortured,” Honoria would ex- 
plain, her hands over her face, shudder- 
ing. “All we did in convent iss pray. 
We pray and pray and'pray for our men. 
So he iss saved, because I pray. But how 
old he looks!” 

Other questions would make her hap- 
pier. She had spent July 4, 1946, watch- 
ing the dream of the Philippines for in- 
dependence, their dream of independ- 
ence, come true, as she lavishly expressed 
it. She would expatiate on the gay pa- 
vilions, the welcome arches, the flying 
flags, the crescent-shaped grandstand, 
and the presidential platform built out 
like the prow of a boat. A cord went 
from it, Honoria said, to the top of a 
high mast where the Stars and Stripes 
was flying. The flags passed, one up, one 
down—they paused as if in salute—the 
new flag of the Philippines waved at the 
top of the mast. 

“There is now no race—only people, 
united people,” Honoria said proudly. 

“But why are you coming over to be 
an American citizen then, HonoriaP” 

“All my family iss in U.S.A. now. We 
come, as refugees, now get citizenship 
paper. I work for my country over in 
America,” Honoria proclaimed earnestly. 

Well, that was all right, Kathie 
thought, worried. “But have you been 
down to Room Registry yet, Honoria?” 
Kathie asked her. “Have you started to 
get a permanent room? You know Miss 
Towne explained that we keep a girl as 


a transient only two weeks. Your time 
is nearly up. Have you been down to 
Room Registry, Honoria?” 

“T get lost. I am afraid,”Honoria ex- 
plained. “Your street cars—so. noisy, so 
jammed with people—” 

It was the same every day. 

The little white-haired lady who had 
fallen over Honoria’s suitcases the day 
she came was standing at the switch- 
board, but not to have her quarter 
changed. to telephone nickels this time. 
She said to Kathie in a low, apologetic 
voice.. “Tell me, do you ever list rooms 


_ here to rent?” 


“Tm sorry. If you want a room you 
would have to go down to our Room 
Registry—” 

“No, no, no! I mean, I have a room 
to rent. Do you happen to have any girl 
you could recommend? You see I am a 
teacher in one of the schools near here, 
and my daughter is finishing her college 
work at night school and working day- 
times. We thought we could double up, 
to help to pay semester expenses, and 
take in a girl—” 

“Well, we do usually send people 
down to Room Registry to list their 
rooms. But there is a girl just over from 
the Philippines needing a room desper- 
ately. She talks mostly Spanish—here she 
comes now—” 

The lady laughed. “Spanish! I’m teach- 
ing Spanish! Let me talk to her.” 

Kathie left them alone a minute be- 
cause just then such an exciting thing 
happened. Ericka and Melanie came up 
to the desk. Together! Each had a big 
square box under her arm. 

“Guess what!” Melanie said. “We've 
been down and bought twin beds.” 

Ericka was just as excited. “Each one 
of us got one bed. And a mattress and a 
pad and a bedspread. Want to see the 
spreads, Kathie? Theyre darling.” Ericka 
started to pick at the knot in her string. 

“Oh, do I ever!” Kathie cried. “You 
mean, you're going in together after all?” 

“The only trouble is,” Melanie laughed, 
“that we can’t decide who shall carry . 
whom over the threshold.” 

“Wonderful!” Kathie laughed. “Wait 
till I tell Miss Towne. She'll be so 
pleased.” 

Then the white-haired schoolteacher 
and Honoria, who had been conversing 
volubly in Spanish, came to the desk. 
“We think we are going to like each 
other,” she said to Kathie. “I do suppose 
it would be the right thing, though, to 
exchange references. Do you think we 
might talk with Miss Towne?” 


(Continued on Page 19) 
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America... 


Land of Promise 
For DP’S 


By Willmar L. Thorkelson 


Hanau, Germany—“There is a job for you on a farm 
near Mayville, N. D. Are you interested?” 

The question was directed at Jaan Pihelgas, an Estonian, 
in the displaced persons’ camp here. 

It was a thrilling moment as we waited for the camp 
pastor, acting as translator, to put the words into Esto- 
- nian. 

But the translation was hardly necessary. Pihelgas, his 
wife, Armanda, his 20-year-old daughter, Liivi Irene, and 
his 19-year-old nephew, Aado, all sitting with him before 
an interviewer's table, knew enough English to understand 
that this was the opportunity they had been waiting for. 

After more than three years in DP camps, there was a 
chance now that the doors in America were opening up 
for them. And their faces lighted up in smiles as they 
heard the news. 

On similar occasions husky DP’s and their whole fam- 
ilies have been known to break down and cry—from sheer 
happiness. 

Of course, Pihelgas and his family were interested in the 
job. They wanted to hear more about it and about 
Mayville. 

Miss Henrietia Lund, chief of immigration for the Lu- 
theran World Federation in the U. S. zone of Germany, 
explained that the job offer came from a farmer near 
Mayville. (It was actually from Sidney Rosevold, although 
she did not disclose his name to Pihelgas). 

Through his pastor, Rosevold had provided the National 
_ Lutheran Council with what is known as a “job and hous- 
ing assurance.” 

In this case, it was a promise that he would give em- 
ployment on his farm to a qualified displaced person hav- 
ing knowledge of machinery. Furthermore, he agreed to 
provide a separate two-room house for the DP family 
which could include two adults and one or two children. 
Rosevold asked for a man from 30 to 50 years old and 
offered to pay him prevailing wages. 

Who selected Pihelgas for Rosevold’s job offer? 

That was done by the Munich office of the Lutheran 
World Federation’s service to refugees. Head of this of- 
fice as senior representative of the LWF’s service to refu- 
gees is Dr. Howard Hong, professor on leave of absence 
from St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minn. 

Pihelgas is one of some 16,000 Lutheran DP’s who have 
been registered thus far by DP camp pastors for the Luth- 
eran World Federation. 

Their registration cards have been arranged by skills, 
as well as alphabetically. 
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Photo by Lambert 
Statue of Liberty, New York Harbor 


“Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearmming to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore, 
Send these, the homeless, the tempest-tossed to me. 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door.” 

—Emma Lazarus 

When a duplicate of Rosevold’s job and housing as- 
surance sent to the DP commission in Washington arrived 
in Munich, Miss Lund went through the registration cards 
and found that Pihelgas’ qualifications and his family 
numbers pretty well matched Rosevold’s requirements. 

In interviewing the Pihelgas family at the Hanau camp, 
which is near Frankfurt, Miss Lund was convinced that 
her “paper” selection had been a good one. 

For Pihelgas, it developed, had worked on his father’s 
farm until he was 27, then went off to Tallin, the capital 
of Estonia, where he was employed as an accountant for 
the Central Association of Dairies and the .Farmers’ Cen- 
tral Bank. Eventually he earned enough money to pur- 
chase his own farm, which he operated until invading 
Russians forced him and his family to Hee west into 
Germany. 

Pihelgas holds a certificate as a master farmer. His age 
is 52, slightly more than Rosevold’s assurance requested, 
but he gives the appearance of being vigorous, alert, and 
ambitious and more than qualified for the job. His husky 
nephew also will be able to work. 

In fact, in this writer’s judgment, Pihelgas and his at- 
tractive family would be valuable assets to the Mayville 
community, if they are eventually permitted to go there. 

As we pointed out its location on the map, Miss Lund, 
former director of state children’s work for North Dakota, 
and I both assured the Pihelgas family that they would 
like Mayville—that it is a community of good farms and 


good farmers. (Continued on Page 30) 
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* Sponsors, parents, and pastor at Baptism of infant 


Experts in office and administrative efficiency tell us 
that the greatest business weakness lies in “follow-up”. 
Often it is not regularly sustained even when it is well 
set-up in the general plan. 

Even without recourse to statistics, carefully gathered 
and charted, most pastors and many earnest Christian 
layfolk would agree with the following statement: 

“The most widespread and regrettable weakness 
in the Church’s life today is its failure to follow-up 
on Baptism, catechetical instruction, and Confirma- 
tion.” 

Young adult Christians, whether single, engaged or mar- 
ried, will readily agree that, among the many problems 
which confront them, those which touch their religious 
life bulk bafflingly large. No more significant theme in 
this realm can be imagined than this one, “The Meaning 
of Baptism.” The truth of that statement may not appear 
at first to those who now have no responsibility for chil- 
dren and whose own Baptism was an event of many years 
ago. However, the benefits which Baptism conveys be- 
come a permanent possession of the Christian. 

As a Christian sacrament—“a holy ordinance instituted 
by Christ, in which invisible heavenly gifts are bestowed 
upon us through the use of visible earthly elements”— 
Baptism is a personal necessity, a permanent possession, 
a pervasive power, and a perpetual influence. 


A Personal Necessity 

Every human being must have two birthdays, as Jesus 
reminded Nicodemus. One dates his biological entrance 
into life; the other, his spiritual entrance into life. The 
first is a birth according to the flesh; the second, a birth 
“of water and of the Spirit.” The Bible teaches and 
Christian people believe that the second birth is the way 
of entrance into the Kingdom of God. Purely biological 
existence is marked by a destructive inner weakness, 
called “sin”, that prevents us unaided from realizing life 
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The Meaning 
of Baptism | 


By Charles K. Fegley 


in its fullness. But, fortunately for all, Baptism is the 
way which God has provided for dealing with this con- 
dition. It is a “washing of regeneration in the Holy Ghost,” 
a way of beginning again, a “second birth”, by which 
God enables us to.overcome this natural defect. This be- 
ing the case, the individual, personal necessity for Baptism 
is clear. 

Let’s review Luther’s answer to the question, “What 
gifts or benefits does Baptism confer?” 

Note the language of the explanation, “It works.” The 
benefits of Baptism are actively continuing ones. Baptism 
always exercises its power before God and always re- 
mains ready for use by the Christian believer. It is not 
dated, or a thing belonging only to the past. It becomes 
the first duty of parents in dealing with the spiritual needs 
of their children, but it dare not be an act related only to 
the naming of the child and thence forgotten. The mean- 
ing of this covenant relationship must be explained to the 
growing child again and again. He must know that he 
is a child of God. That is the all-important follow-up. 
That is what parents and sponsors promise to do in the 
case of the infant child. 


A Permanent Possession 
As the individual increases in years—in wisdom and 
stature—he must become increasingly aware of the power 
that is his in his Baptism. As he becomes more and more 
conscious of the natural inclinations of his heart and 
mind, he must also become aware of his deliverance, from 
the domination of evil, the freedom in Christ that is his. 
As,a child of God the power of God is available to him for 
the asking at any time. That power is sufficient to curb 
and restrain his evil impulses and to implant and nurture 

in him good desires and noble purposes. 
A vast company of baffled parents of the present day 
need to be shown that Baptism’s permanent gifts, pledged 
and bestowed by the heavenly Father, become a valuable 
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backlog of possession useful in the training of their chil- 
-dren, preventing them from gravitating into the classi- 
fication of delinquents. Inspired by the fact that God has 
accepted their child as His very own, parents may take 
the best tested plans of an Angelo Patri or other reliable 
psychologists and be sure of ultimate success in the hand- 
ling cf their children. This truth is as effective for the 
adolescent youth as for the infant child or the child of 
school-age. _ 

Adults may also put the same principle into practical 
effect in their own self-discipline. Much of what is written 
in a book like Liebman’s Peace of Mind acquires double 
force for the Christian when accepted and applied in the 
light of the permanent possession which is ‘his in his 
baptismal covenant. The spiritual blessings which were 
received in one’s Baptism’ lie ready for use “in the early 
dawn of youth or in the twilight of old age.” Many a 
child has been helped by the reminder that his Christian 
name insures to him powers for right behaviour, and that 
he can always ask his heavenly Father to help put them 
mto practice. Many an adult in the trials of life has held 
firmly to the right by remembering his Christian heritage 
as a child of the heavenly Father, and by saying to him- 
self, like the prophet of old, “Shall such a man as I flee?” 

God’s own bestowal of the gift of Baptism through the 
Church, however, was not a temporary expedient, or a 
passing benefit. Baptism is not like a dose of medicine 
to be repeated regularly until it takes effect. It is as real 
as our physical birth. But the man of the second birth 
also must be nurtured and nourished. Baptism itself is 
like an innoculation of serum; it creates a permanent im- 
munity, effective indefinitely, or until life enters another 
stage. : 


A Pervasive Power 

Baptism changes our relationship to God. Our natural 
birth makes us but “children of wrath” with but a carnal 
mind at enmity with God; our spiritual birth makes us 
“children of God”. He adopts us as His very own, and 
He guarantees to exercise toward us His fatherly pre- 
rogatives, chief among which is His willingness to forgive 
our wrongdoing. And this benefit is not confined to the 
day of our Baptism but extends to the whole of life, 
whether it be long or short. 


LUTHER'S CATECHISM 
WHAT GIFTS oR BENEFITS 
DOES BAPTISM CONFER ? 


| HIT WORKETH FORGIVENESS 
OF SIN, DELIVERS FROM 
DEATH AND THE OEVIL, 
AND CONFERS EVERLAST- 
ING SALVATION ON ALL 
WHO BELIEVE, AS THE 
| WORD AND PROMISE OF 
GOD DECLARE, 
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Baptism also radically changes our relationship to the 
source of all life’s evil. “It delivers from death and the 
devil.” This benefit touches the whole of life. It is deliver- 
ance, whenever we claim it, “from all manner of evil. 
whether it affect body or soul, property or character.” 
“And at the last, when the hour of death shall arrive. 
the God of our baptismal covenant, our heavenly Father, 
will grant us a happy end, and graciously take us from 
this world of sorrow to Himself in heaven.” So the words 
of Luther’s explanation of the Seventh Petition of the 
Lord’s Prayer shed light on the results of this new rela- 
tionship and give us the key to the blessedly effective use 
of our Baptism’s powers. 

Oft-times valuable possessions deteriorate from lack of 
use. The realities which Baptism bestows never deteri- 
orate, but they may be neglected so long that in an emer- 
gency it would take us too long to dust them off and 
prepare to use them. Thus we would be vulnerable 
where we would not need to be. The neglect of our 
baptismal covenant will put us in just such a position. 

If we accept the definition of sacrament as “a channel 
through which God’s life enters into ours”, and use the 
electric power line as an illustration, we may get a rather 
adequate conception of the pervasive character of bap- 
tismal Grace. Most houses today are wired for the use of 
electricity generated at some central power station, at 
times many miles away. Power is available in your house 
and mine at the turn of a switch, whether we want it in 
cellar or attic, for light or heat, for vacuum cleaner, 
washing machine, or refrigerator. Electricity’s influence in 
our houses is pervasive because the conditions for its 
presence have been fulfilled. Our houses are wired ap- 
propriately from top to bottom. As long as we pay our 
bills, maintain the business covenant with the power com- 
pany, the line will not be broken and power will be 
available to us whenever and wherever we want it. 

By means of Baptism we have been brought into a 
contractual relationship with God. As long as we keep 
open the lines of communication (faith and prayer) with 
Him, God’s power is available to us. There is no area of 
our lives, no sphere of our living, in which His power is 
not available to us. He is ever-ready to help. “God is our 
Refuge and Strength: a very present help in trouble.” 
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A Perpetual Influence 

Baptism puts all the infinite resources of God at our 
command. Even as the earthly parent will not deny his 
child any good thing within his power to provide, so the 
heavenly Father also will not deny His child any good 
thing. God uses Baptism as His appointed means by which 
He has chosen to serve us in every state, condition, and 
necessity of life. Whether in infancy, childhood, adoles- 
cence, or maturity; in home, school, business, profession, 
friendly contacts, community and citizenship responsibil- 
ities; day or night, morning, noon or éventide, in time 
and for eternity God regards the covenant which He has 
made with each of us in our Baptism and He is ready to 
fulfill completely all for which His name stands. 


Again our Catechism furnishes us a clue to the place 
Baptism’s gifts are to fill in our lives. It tells us its char- 
acter as an act—water administered according to God’s 
Word; its educative value as an object lesson—water 
washing away the soil from our bodies, God’s Word 
cleansing us of the foulness of our sinful human nature. 
Baptism is “a gracious water of life and washing or re- 
generation in the Holy Ghost.” 

Our parents’ knowledge and experience of our funda- 
mental human weakness and their faith in Christ as Lord 
and Saviour led them to bring us to our Baptism and to 
make us members of His covenant people. God in turn 
fulfilled His promise and by Baptism conveyed to us His 
blessings. 

And what meaning has Baptism for our daily lives? 
Does our having received Baptism mean that we are no 
more sinners? Not at all. “WE daily commit much sin”, 
says Luther in explaining the Fifth Petition of the Lord’s 
Prayer. What then shall be our attitude toward our sins? 
Luther describes that as follows: “The old Adam in us 
is to be drowned and destroyed by daily sorrow and re- 
pentance, together with all sins and evil lusts.” We must 
work at this business of being Christian, this matter of 
being sons of the Highest, children of the heavenly King. 
We dare not forget our covenant relationship, and we lose 
in life’s battle only when we try to fight it alone in our 
own strength. 

But the benefits of Baptism are not all negative—for- 
giveness for past sins. “The new man should daily come 
forth and rise, that shall live in the presence of God in 
righteousness and purity forever.” Not only the daily 
drowning of the old man, but also the daily refreshment 
of the new man whose increasing vigor in Christ makes 
him ready to undertake new tasks for Him. It was during 
a pastorate in the coal regions of Pennsylvania that a 
pastor learned this lesson most clearly. He used to visit 
in the homes of his people regularly. Man after man in 
the congregation he would meet on the street at the close 
of day would be unrecognizable because of the grime of 
the coal pits on his face. Time after time in the homes a 
strange, black face would-peer in at the window and in a 
moment or two a familiar voice would say, “Give me time 
to take a bath, Pastor, and I'll be in to see you.” Minutes 
later, fresh from the tub, a shining, cheerful face of a “new 
man” would come in to sit down with the pastor and talk 
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Anti-Protestant 
Moves Endangered — 
Missionaries 


Missionaries of The Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
‘Duitama, Colombia, South America, have been forced to 
leave the city because of anti-Protestant demonstrations, 
Dr. Rolf A. Syrdal, Executive Secretary of the Church’s 
Board of Foreign Missions, stated recently. 

The Lutherans had been stoned and threatened with 
their lives for a period of six months before they evacu- 
ated, he reported. : 

Demonstrators, led by local anti-Protestant agitators 
and their local priest, attempted to demolish buildings, 
hurled insults at the women missionaries, hit the mis- 
sionaries with rocks, and even ambushed one native 
worker, threatening to knife him. 

At one time, 2,000 people massed in front of the mis- 
sion station to warn the missionaries to leave “or suffer 
the consequences.” ELC missionaries had worked in the 
area for two years, conducting the only Lutheran work 
in the city. 

While the Colombian constitution offers freedom of re- 
ligion, and local and government officials offered protec- 
tion, the ELC missionaries decided to withdraw for fear 
they would be killed or the demonstrators shot by police 
protectors. 

Before the incidents occurred, ELC mission work 
showed definite increase among the natives in the area. 

Miss Virginia Antonsen, Minneapolis, who has returned 
to the United States, was one of the missionaries stoned. 
The other missionaries, .Miss Belva Norlien of Amherst 
Junction, Wisconsin, Miss Helen Danielsen and Miss 
Joice Bergh of Bowden, Alberta, Canada, and the Rev. 
and Mrs. Arnfeld Morck of Dickson, Alberta, Canada, 
have been relocated in other Colombian cities. 


of the things of the kingdom. As that afternoon bath was 
mere routine for the men from the coal pits, so should no 
day pass when we do not cleanse our thoughts, words, and © 
deeds in a bath of sorrow and repentance. Then daily 
will the “new man” come forth to the duties and op- 
portunities of the day. 


Some Other Considerations 

In the light of all these facts which give the essence 
of the meaning of Baptism, are not many of the things 
to which we often devote so much time in dealing with 
this subject of little significance? For example, so much 
time is often spent on talking about how much water 
should be used and what method of applying it should be 
employed. There has also been so much fruitless and 
even bitter discussion over who should be baptized—in- 


(Continued on Page 21) 
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Bend an ear this way each month and you'll b 
things the teens should know to be on ise ates eh 


Is your League trying to cook u j ( 

: P a new project for the year? Hold on, 
here S a scoop on something real. The National Lutheran Council nee 
organized a program to aid Lutherans who are eligible to immigrate to 
the U. S. under the Displaced Persons Act of 1948. But= "ee n0 SDP. 


ep on scads of 


WRN 


may come to this’country without the assura , : BOs 
facilities. nce of a job and housing SS my, 


You Can Help By 


® Recruiting job and housing , 
offers in the community 


® Helping to furnish basic 
household necessities for fam- 
ilies resettling in their commun- 
ities 


@ Informing themselves fully 


about the program 


® Contributing to LUTHERAN 
WORLD ACTION which supports, 
the Resettlement Program. 


THEN, when displaced teen-agers , 
come into your community, YOU can. . . 


Invite them to Sunday School and Luther League. 
Be friendly and helpful at school. 


Invite them to inexpensive good times—displaced teen-agers will 
not have much money. 


Treat them as you would like to be treated in a strange country. 


TIME’S AWASTIN’—already, several DP families have ar- 
rived in the United States. Ask your Pastor for information and 
literature on the Lutheran Resettlement Service, or write to Miss 
Cordelia Cox, National Lutheran Council, 231 Madison Ave., 
New York 16, New York, for the latest pamphlets. 


Keep this in mind: the Lutheran Church hopes to resettle 
35,000 people. Many of them will be teen-agers. Each one is an 
individual who must have individual consideration. Luther 
Displaced Person in Camp in Europe Leaguers—RISE TO THE CHALLENGE TO SERVE! 
Boy wears suit made of blanket 
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“O Christians! leagued together, 
To battle for the right, 
Arise and don your armor, 
Put the foe to flight. 

- We've given our allegiance, 
To serve without surcease 
The mighty Lord of armies 
And gentle Prince of Peace. 
All hail, our glorious Saviour! 
We march where Thou hast trod, 
To seek Thy House of Triumph, 
The City of our God.” 


Hello! That was mighty pretty tenor and bass you 
added to our feminine voices just now! Let’s do the other 
two stanzas . . (Dots indicate a pause long enough 
for you, dear reader, to sing the second and third verses— 
with chorus—of the Luther League Rally Hymn. If you 
do not know them by heart—and we mean “heart” and not 
“memory” in this instance—run for your Christian Youth 
Hymnal (2386) or a Parish School Hymnal (294) or a 
Common Service Book (578) and start to learn it now!) 
It is nice to know that some Leaguers know that hymn 
without a book. We have heard discouraging reports of 
Candlelight Installation Services which almost lost their 
impressiveness because Leaguers sang as if they had mush 
in their mouths. They simply had not learned the words! 
Just sing it once a month at League meetings and that 
horrible fate will not befall you next spring and summer 
at conventions! 


Speaking of local Leagues and conventions reminds us” 


of Roanoke. According to the Constitution of the Luther 
League of America, each local league is entitled to a dele- 
gate to the National Convention. (This does not mean 
one each from Intermediate, Senior and Young People’s 
groups—if you happen to have three in your church—but 
one representing all three groups.) The number of visitors 
is unlimited! But what we started to tell you was this: 
If it begins to look as though no one can raise the funds 
necessary to travel to Roanoke, pool your money and send 
a delegate chosen by ballot to see and listen and vote for 
you. Only at a National Convention can Leaguers catch 
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the inspiration which will send the Luther League ad- 
vancing on the wings of the wind. You don’t want ‘to be 
grounded, do you? 


Or maybe you just have trouble hanging on to money 
which is lying around relatively loose in your piggy bank. 
In that case, we would suggest that you give it to someone 
else to keep. For instance, up in Canada, Mrs. Helen 
Schaner in St. Jacobs is chancellor of the Roanoke Ex- 
chequer, holding in trust any funds which Leaguers send 
to her for that purpose. Maybe your Synod could find a 
“banker” for your money, too. . 


Incidentally, we learned about Helen’s job by reading 
the new Canadian paper, The Lutheran Leader, which 
they describe as “Reviews and previews of the activities 
of the Luther League of Canada”. It emphasizes certain 
phases of the Luther League program each month, carries 
messages from the officers, and bits of news. For instance, 
(and we quote) approximately 550 Luther Leaguers and 
Walther Leaguers (Missouri Synod) attended the second 
annual skating party sponsored by St. John’s Luther 
League, Waterloo, at Waterloo Memorial Arena on No- 
vember ninth, 1948. Following the skating, the group was 
entertained in St. John’s Parish Hall'by, the Lutheran Stu- 
dents Association of Waterloo College. 


Not new, but definitely with a new look, are Chicago | 
District’s Contact, edited by Bob Schmitt, and The Herald, 
published by the Luther League of Illinois and edited by 
Dave Endres. Contact is one of the better mimeographed 
Luther League papers (Bob Schmitt’s address upon re- 
quest if you want to learn his technical secrets) which 
now contains editorials, project plans, rally notes, executive 
committee meeting minutes, treasurer’s reports, crossword 
puzzles, news notes and quotes. A wordless, amusing car- 
toon, too. 


In the project department, the paper carried instructions 
for the saving, collecting and bringing of clothing for 
Lutheran World Relief to section parties. (This is a good 
year-round project. Just be sure the clothing and shoes 
are in good wearable condition, and that they are clean.) 
And among the quotable quotes we found this squib— | 
“If someone were to pay you ten cents for every kind 
word you ever spoke about people, and then collect five 
cents for every unkind word you've ever said about others, 
would you be rich—or poor?” 


We have time to mention just two things from The 
Herald (which is a printed paper full of editorials, guest 
articles, reports, book reviews, “wanderings” about the 
Luther League of Illinois, and so on) before you dash off. 
In discussing the “50,000 by ’51” slogan adopted by the 
Luther League of America, Dave (who signs himself 
“Dhe”!) suggests that your personal slogan be “Each one 
reach one”. That we like! “Leagues which fail to grow 
are Leagues which are not working.” More about that 
“working” business next month! 
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Wible Cross- 


Wordle uecle 


By Lucile Pettigrew Johnson 


Our cross-word puzzle this 


month 


- takes us way back into the Old Testa- 


ment to 


“the father of the faithful”, 


Abraham. All biblical references are to 
the book of Genesis. 
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ACROSS 
“So Abram departed, . the Lord 
had spoken unto him” 12:4 
“for therefore . ». ye come to your 
servant” 18:5 
“thy seed . be a stranger” 15:13 
ae will make of thee a great na- 
tion” 12:2 
plamementhy shiclda 15-1 
awvAlk thou also destroy . . . righteous” 
18:23 
“land of Canaan, for . . . everlasting 


possession” 17:8 
Indiscreet 
Sorrowful 
Striped animal 
All- powerful 

Thou .. . seest me” 16:13 
Mountain (abbr. ) 
North-central State (abbr. ) 
“in thee shall . . . families of the 

earth be blessed” 12:3 
“which Sarah shall bear unto thee 

. . . this set time in the next year” 

17320: 

“Arise . . .-through the land in the 

length of it” 13:17 
Discount (abbr. ) 

Title of respect (abbr. ) 

Sandwich Islands (abbr. )’ 

Snakelike fishes 

Western Continent (abbr. ) 

“Ts not the whole land .. . thee” 13:9 

“I will make my covenant between 
eencand: thee, 17:2 

Nova Scotia (abbr. ) 

Electrical Engineer (abbr. ) 

River in Italy 

District of Columbia (abbr. ) 

“Abram was seventy . five years 

old when he departed” 12:4 


“Tet there . . . no strife, I pray thee” 
12:8 

“and ... shalt be a father of many 
nations” 17:4 
From 


Sunday (abbr.) 

Narrow inlet 

Settlement Lease (abbr. ) 
Associate in Arts (abbr.) 
Without a flaw 

“land which thou seest, 
will I give it” 13:15 
“in . . . seed shall all the nations of 
the earth be blessed” 22:18 

“Lot lifted up his . . . , and beheld 
all the plain” 13:10 

Ancestor of Jesus—Luke 3:28 


. thee 


1949 


DOWN 

Abraham was first called .. . 28 “Thou shalt . . . my covenant there- 
Rear Admiral (abbr. ) fore” 17:9 

Printers’ measure 30 “And he believed . . . the Lord” 
“neither . . . thou in all the plain” 15:6 

19:17 81 “lo, three . stood by him” 18:2 
Hogshead (abbr. ) 32 “Unto thy . will I give this land” 
Agricultural Engineer (abbr. ) IBD ET 

Abraham went into the...of Canaan 34 Sergeant Major (abbr.) 

Doctrine 89 Abraham’s wife 

Greek letter . 42 Pertaining to the ear 

“there builded he an... unto the 43 “I will make thy seed as the. . . of 
Horde 2e7, the earth” 18:16 

“and he counted it to... for right- 45 “Behold, to me thou hast given . . . 
eousness” 15:6 seed” 15:3 

Not as fresh 46 “that I may ... my dead” 23:4 
Abram was very ee in cattle, in sil- 48 Strong dislike 

vermand Insa. . Lord 49 Obese 

The hawk parrot 50 “I will go down now, and... 
Glucinum (abbr. ) whether they have done” 18:21 
Abraham’s son 51 Thing (law) 

“Sarah thy ... shall have a son” 53 Nephew of. Abraham 

18:10 56 Forest Engineer (abbr. ) 


Our text is 9, 10, 11, 19, 21, 27, 86, 37, 44, 46, 47, and 55 combined 
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“And I will make of thee a great nation, sth We 
and thou shalt be a blessing.”—Genesis 12:2. 


make thy name great; 
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Fun and Food In Foreign Lands 


Progressive dinners are always lots of fun, and usually 
never lag because of constantly changing scenes and at- 
mosphere. Here’s one that will be a little different than 
the usual progressive dinner. 


Preparation 

Each course will be characteristic of a particular sec- 
tion of the world. The home of each different hostess will 
have some kind of decorations, if possible, representative 
of that section, for instance, the shamrock could be the 
decorative theme for the British Isles. 

The person in charge of the recreation at each home 
should see that it doesn’t last but a few minutes, because 
the party must constantly be moving on. (The suggested 
entertainment should last only a short time.) _ 

Since it is Lent, it might be appropriate to have a 
basket for a free-will offering at each home; this offering 
to go towards the Luther League’s Missionary Project for 
1949 or some other project which your local league may 
have. 


First Course—Scandinavian Countries 

Suggested Appetizers: Many different types of cheeses 
with crackers, fish salad with crackers, and a seasonal 
juice. 

Suggested Entertainment: Since this is the starting 
point for the evening, a good mixer should be used. As 
each guest arrives at the first home he will have the name 
of a country pinned on his back. By asking questions of 
other persons present, he is to guess the country he rep- 
resents. He cannot by process of elimination name off 
countries until he happens to guess it. He must ask ques- 
tions that can be answered by “yes” or “no”. For example, 
he might first of all ask, “Am I in the Western Hemi- 
sphere?” As soon as he gueses his country, he may sit at 
the table, but not until he does guess it. 


Second Course—The British Isles 

Suggested Salads: Typical salads are tomato and water 
cress, some kind of cheese salad, or a shrimp salad. 

Suggested Entertainment: The entertainment here can 
either be before or after eating the salad. The British 
Isles are noted for their many and varied folk dances, 
and perhaps the most famous of all her folk dances is 
Sir Roger de Coverly, or better known.to us in the United 
States as the Virginia Reel. Most any game book will give 
the formation, calls, and music to be used. 

Note: Because of the entertainment, it will be necessary 
for the second course to be in a home with a large recre- 
ation room, living room, or basement. 


Twelve 


By Freda Feldkircher 


Third Course—Southeastern Asia 

Suggested Main Course: Rice and curry. 

Suggested Entertainment: When the main course is fin- 
ished, several pencil games will be most appreciated. 

Famous Personalities (fictional and real.) The follow- 
ing statements suggest famous names. Give a copy of the 
statements only to each guest and allow the group a few 
minutes (3) to supply the correct names of famous per- 
sonalities. 


Answers 

1. A hatchet 1. George Washington 
2. A Chinese Philosopher 2. Confucius 
3. A Kite 3. Benjamin Franklin 
4. A Muddy Cloak 4. Sir Walter Raleigh 
5. A Lonely Island 5. Robinson Crusoe 
6. A Burning Bush 6. Moses 
7. A Recent Hindu Religious 

Leader 7. Gandhi 
8. A Glass Slipper 8. Cinderella 
9. An Apple 9. William Tell 
10. A Silver Lamp 10. Aladdin 
11. A Smooth Round Stone 11. David 
12. Long Hair 12. Samson 
13. A Dove 13. Noah 
14. A Pomegranate Seed 14. Persephone 
15. A Wolf 15. Red Riding Hood 
16. A Steamboat 16. Fulton 


Whose Flag Am IP Get flags of as many different coun- 
tries as possible, and let guests name the country each 
represents. 

Faces in the News. Get pictures of prominent interna- 
tional figures, and have guests identify them and name 
the country from which they come. Allow about two 
minutes for ten pictures. (Churchill, Roosevelt, Luther, 
Madame Chiang Kai-Shek, etc.) 


Fourth Course—South America 
Suggested Dessert: Chocolate cake and coffee. 
Suggested Entertainment: After the dessert is finished, 
the group will be led in singing songs of every land, 
preferably starting with songs of South America and 
closing with Auld Lang Syne. 
Songs That Might Be Used: 
Cielito Lindo—Mexican 
Chiapanecas—Mexican 
Juanita—Spanish 
Walking at Night—Czech 
Over the Meadow—Czech 
Vive L’Amour—French 


(Continued on Page 20) 
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® Our field-work program is beginning to develop as we 
had planned for 1948-1949. Already in this New Year 
requests for a staff member to visit and conduct meetings 
throughout a State or Synod are filling our schedules. 
Requests have come from South Carolina, Florida, North 
Carolina, Canada, Iowa and New York. Contacts have 
been made previously in the Pittsburgh and Indiana 
Synods. 

In addition to these itineraries we have a number of 
requests for the Luther League of America to provide a 
leader in camps and summer schools. 

We are pleased and ready to make contact with Lea- 
guers and their adult advisors everywhere we can. Our 
work is expanding. Our service to the field will help, we 
believe, to increase the effectiveness of the League pro- 
gram at all levels. 


® The second Regional Conference of Luther League 
Leaders (the Southeastern) was held at Columbia, South 
Carolina, February 4 and 5, with Miss Marks and Pastor 
Ducker of the staff in attendance. The sessions were held 
at the Southern Theological Seminary. The response to 
these conferences is good. The purpose is to help Head- 
quarters inform all Synodical and State Jeaders of our 
plans for the immediate future and to determine other 
items which may be needed at the local level in order that 
full coverage of the program can be made. 

The third conference (the Eastern) will be held at 
Philadelphia, February 25 and 26. 


@ We are pleased with the response which came upon 
announcement that young people in some of our mission 
stations desire to correspond with Leagues and Leaguers 
here. If you missed the first announcement, write head- 
quarters at Philadelphia—if you want to participate in this 
project. 

The Intermediate Pen Pals project has started some fine 
and interesting correspondence across the country and in 
one or two cases, across the seas. If interested in this 
project write to Miss Louise Marks at Headquarters. 


© Secretary Frease represented the Luther League of 
America at the 50th Anniversary of the Lutheran Church 
in Puerto Rico, February 6-14. He addressed two Luther 
League rallies there, one at Bayamon, the other at Dorado. 
He also spoke at a children’s rally at Catano. Secretary 
Arbaugh arranged for him to address Luther League 
groups at St. Croix and St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands 
prior to the Golden Anniversary services in Puerto Rico. 
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The Luther League of America provided funds for the 
Monte Flores Training School as one of its missionary 
projects. These funds were gathered in the biennium 
which ended July 1, 1931. More than $25,000 was raised 
for the purpose. 


® A friend donated funds for a portable typewriter which 
was presented to Dr. E. ‘Prakasam, President of the 
Church in India, for his personal use. Dr. Prakasam came 
to the office to get this gift of which he is very proud. 
He will return to India in March. 


@ The Intermediate Essay Contest is in full swing in 
many local Leagues. The winners of local contests will 
compete in district contests at the Intermediate Rally in 
each district on April 24. If Leaguers in your congre- 
gation, who are now 12 years old and who will not pass 
the 15th birthday before July 15, are interested in the 
contest, write Headquarters for details. The theme of the 
essay is to be “Following Jesus Christ, My Dearest 
Friend”. 


@ The Luther League Book of the Month Club is being 
continued under the sponsorship of the Luther League of 
America alone. The United Lutheran Publication House 
continues to sell the books suggested, but does not offer 
a discount on the purchases. Neither does the Publication 
House assist in the selection of the books, as in the original 
plan. Leaguers in many areas have expressed their desire 
for our organization to furnish a list of worth-while books 
each month. Watch The Luther League Review and the 
Quarterlies for the suggestions. See page 32 in this issue. 


® A pamphlet giving highlights of the convention pro- 
gram and all the necessary information concerning regis- 
tration for Roanoke (August 15-19) is now available. 
Your Synodical Luther League president and your “On 
to Roanoke” chairman have copies, or you can get them 
directly from Headquarters. Get your registration in early. 
Be sure to get a Registration card for registering. All 
registrations must be sent to Mrs. Ted H. Clark, 2201 
Denniston Avenue, Roanoke, Va. All registrations must 
include $21.50 (the all-expense Advance Fee) which in- 
cludes all expenses except travel and lodging. 


®@ We get a bit chesty around here when we get a letter 
like the following which came recently— 

“Now its my turn to hand out the laurel wreath! 
The new January copy of the Luther League Review 
has just come, and the makeup is wonderful. It is 
youthful looking, and really should appeal to the young 
folks. (I’m speaking with the experience of years—20!) 

The print faces make the reading much easier. 

I liked the short story, too.” 


@ A recent survey throughout the Church reveals that 
there are now more than 400 local units of League of 
Young Adult Lutherans (those persons beyond 25 years of 
age and who want to “kum dubl” to church study-social 
groups). The Luther League of America provides one 
study program a month for such groups. 


Thirteen 


The Rev. E. Prakasam, 
President Andhra Ev. Lutheran Church, 
Guntur, India 


On behalf of the youth of the Andhra Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, India, I wish to thank you and tell you 
how deeply we have appreciated your gift of funds re- 
quired for the (1) construction of the administrative build- 
ing of the Andhra Christian College, Guntur, India; (2) 
providing library facilities at the Seminary, Luthergiri, 
Rajahmundry; (3) meeting a part of the budget of our 
Secretary for youth annually. 


Educational Institutions Helped 

The college at Guntur is the only Christian college in 
the Telugu area and had an enrollment, of thirteen hun- 
dred students in the last year. Three hundred of these are 
Christian young people and the rest are non-Christian. 
Other Christian churches in the Telugu area cooperate in 
this institution. Therefore, it is both a coeducational and 
interdenominational institution, providing opportunities 
for Christian witness and leadership. 


Main Building, Luthergiri Theological. 
Seminary, Rajahmundry, India. Gifts of 
Luther Leaguers contributed in the bi- 
ennium 1921-1943 are available for the 
improvement of the physical euipment 
of the seminary when inflationary con- 
ditions in India subside. 
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The President 
Conveys Thanks 


By E. Prakasam 


In our seminary at Lutherg:ri we have classes for col- 
lege men preparing for the ministry, and for men and 
women who serve in the village congregations as teachers 
and teacher-catechists. We have residential quarters both 
for the students and for the professors. This is also a 
union institution, for the American Lutheran Church co- 
operates in this work by providing a missionary member 
on the staff and by sending their students for theological 
training. 


Youth Secretary Supported 

Our youth secretary is called the Secretary of the Aux- 
iliary Societies. He works under the direction of the 
Board of Christian Education and looks after the programs 
of the Women’s Societies, Sunday Schools, and Luther 
Leagues of the Church. He has to promote the work of 
these organizations and prepare the literature required. 
It is too much for one person to visit the two thousand 
congregations of the Church, so the women’s societies 
have appointed, very recently, a woman secretary to pro- 
mote their work. Though this gives some relief, the secre- 
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The Rev. T. Prakasam, Secretary of the Auxiliary Soci-— 
eties of the Andhra Ev. Lutheran Church, Guntur, India 


tary has to carry on the work connected with the other 
two groups. Therefore, the appointment of another sec- 
retary is urgently needed. 

You are meeting part of the budget of our secretary and 
the balance required is provided by the Church in India. 
If you could take up the responsibility of the entire bud- 
get of one secretary, the Church in India would be en- 
couraged-to appoint another secretary with its own fin- 
ances. (For some years The Luther League of America 
-has been appropriating from i's regular operating budget 
the sum of $300 for the work of the youth secretary in 
India. This proposal would entail the giving of $400 an- 
nually for this purpose. Our money in India still buys 
much more than it does here.) 


Indian Auxiliaries Help Too 

The auxiliary societies in India have also some projects 
for which they have been raising money. The women’s 
societies have pledged to raise funds required for. five 
Bible women in the first year, ten in the second year, 
fifteen in the third year, and thus year by year increase 
‘their responsibilities until all the Bible women of the 
church are supported by the funds raised in India through 
the efforts of the women’s societies, thus releasing the 
American subsidy for other programs of Evangelism. In 
the last two years, the women have raised more than they 
pledged, and we are hoping that they also will do the 
same this year. 

The Luther Leagues and Sunday Schools have agreed 
to raise enough money for supporting two students in the 
Seminary in the first year, four in the second year, and 


MARCH, 1949 


so on. The efforts are very encouraging. The members of 
Luther Leagues in India cannot earn anything while they 
study in the schools and colleges as you can do in the 
States and Canada. We do not have such facilities, so 
they will have to save for their projects from the little they 
get from their parents. The results, however, are very en- 
couraging. 

The auxiliary societies have their own constitutions, of 
course, approved by the Church. Under “Objects” in their 
constitution, they have the following which will be of 
some interest to you: 

“To assist the church and the local congregations in 
their worship programmes, literacy, and evangelism pro- 
grammes.” 


Literate Leaguers Help Illiterate 

Only thirty percent of the members of the Church in 
India are literate, so there are many members of the 
Leagues in the village congregations who are not literate. 
The literate members of the Leagues make it their re- 
sponsibility to help their unfortunate brethren to learn to 
read and write. 

Only two percent of the people of India as a whole are 
Christian, but about five percent in the area of our Church 
are Christian. This affords an opportunity to the Leaguers 
to organize themselves into evangelistic bands and preach 
the Gospel to the non-Christians. They also help the con- 
gregations in rural uplift programs and in building opera- 
tions. In about three hundred congregations of the two 
thousand congregations, we have good houses of worship. 
In some we have school sheds which are used as churches. 
on Sundays. The non-Christian temples and mosques are 
all over the villages of India, and not many congregations 
even in the villages have churches. The desire to build 
churches is expressed by the congregations of India, and 
they have been doing their best for that, but they are 
very poor so they cannot build churches at their own 
expense. They make the bricks required, they burn them 
and put up the walls, but they cannot give any money to 
buy the wood required for the roof and doors and win- 
dows. They look to the Church for help. A roof for an 
average village church will cost about one thousand ru- 
pees, i. e. 330 dollars. 

The Luther Leagues of Ohio have very generously 
promised to give some assistance to provide our secretary 
in India a cycle, a gramaphone, and a flannel board. He 
has requested a portable typewriter and a portable hand 
camera. They also would be of great service to him in 
his work. 


The writer of this article is the Rev. Dr. Ethoile Prakasam, President 


of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church, Guntur, India. He has 
been visiting in America since -his attendance at the recent United 
Lutheran Church convention as a representative of his Church. An 


early return to India is scheduled. 
It is interesting to observe that the gentlemen whose names appear 
on this page are neither father and son, nor brothers, nor cousins. It 


happens that they are brothers-in-law. Their wives are sisters. Strange, 
isn’t itP 
In India the family name is written first. When they of the East come 
West, they simply accommodate themselves to our use for our con- 
venience. The name Prakasam is like our Paul, or William or John, a 
given or Christian name. 
Fifteen 


Roanoke seen from the air. 


And don’t let anyone tell you it isn’t a job, making plans 
for the entertainment of well over a thousand Luther 
Leaguers! 

Not that we’re complainin—for we're having fun! But 
all thoughts of any vacation trips to Virginia Beach (our 
Coney Island), hikes through the Blue Ridge, or even 
several weeks spent in summer camp are being put in 
moth-balls until 1950. This summer, as far as we Virginia 
Luther Leaguers are concerned, there’s one activity—the 
Luther League of America convention in Roanoke! 

Having almost completed our successful campaign for 
$4,000 among our 1,000 Leaguers, the General Commit- 
tee is meeting quite frequently now, polishing off the 
plans we hope will make the Roanoke Convention one of 
the best the Luther League of America has ever had. 
(Contrary to popular belief, that statement has not been 
copyrighted by previous General Chairmen!) 


Every action taken by us has had one objective in mind 
—making you Luther Leaguers as, comfortable and relaxed 
as possible during your stay in our synod. We can’t offer 
you sight-seeing trips up the Empire State Building, nor 
can we feature a ferry ride across San Francisco Bay. 


But we've got things you're going to enjoy just as much. © 


For instance, have you ever seen any of the Seven 
Natural Wonders of the World? No? Well, were going 
to show you one! In fact, one of the afternoon-evening 
sessions (we think it will be the high spot of the conven- 
tion) will be held at Natural Bridge. 

Wednesday afternoon (that’s August 17), a fleet of 
buses and private cars will transport the convention some 
50 miles north of Roanoke to the Bridge. A picnic supper 
will be provided by the Virginia Leaguers and all dele- 
gates and visitors will be given tickets to view the Bridge. 
After supper, the evening session—complete with speaker 
and choir—will be held immediately under the granite 
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Yes, Were 
Gettin’ 
Ready! 


By Dick Sutcliffe 


arch which spans high cliffs hundreds of feet in the air. 

Another point at which your comfort was foremost in 
our minds was the selection of the convention hotel. We’ve 
been in hotels; we’ve attended conventions, but we still 
maintain that The Roanoke can’t be topped when it comes 
to convenience, comfort and accommodation! Ask mem- 
bers of the Women’s Missionary Society of the ULCA 
about their 1943 convention! They'll tell you all about 
The Roanoke! But be prepared for adjective-jammed de- 
scriptions that would make the Los Angeles Chamber of 
Commerce green with envy! 

Because Hotel Roanoke is not “just another hotel.” It 
is.what hotel men call “a, luxury hotel.” That means it’s 
more than simply an overnight stop for tourists. It caters 
to national and state conventions, and to people who live 
graciously and luxuriously. 

Don’t let the atmosphere scare you, though, nor the 
prices. You can stay at the convention hotel, The Roanoke, 
for four dollars per night per person. During our conven- 
tion, the management has agreed to put extra cots in the 
Luther Leaguers’ rooms. You can sleep on a cot for $2.50 
a night. There is but one cot per room; there are no 
“dormitory facilities.” It’s not that kind of hotel! 

The Roanoke is air-conditioned—throughout. That 
means that the middle of August will not find business 
sessions a la shirtsleeve. The climactic banquet won't be 
a torture of hot meal, hot banquet hall, and hot tempers!’ 
Youll be relaxed in cool comfort among surroundings that 
can be described in only one word;“luxurious.” 


Another proof positive of our concern for your com- 
fort is the number of “little things” we’ve planned for you. 
For example, we thought you'd like to keep up with the 
news of the world and, at the same time, keep a running 
account of the convention happenings. (You'll be expected 
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News Notes 


The Winter Rally of the Western Dis- 
trict of the New York State Luther 
League, which met at Holy Trinity 
Church, Buffalo, February 6th, featured 
the singing of 100-voiced district choir 
under the direction of Dr. Roberta Bit- 
good. This district will be host to the 
1949 convention of the State League at 
Niagara Falls, May 27-30. 


Westerners, bi-monthly paper of west- 
ern District Luther League of New York 
State, is now edited by Clarence L. 
Neun, whose move to Buffalo put him in 
that district. Clarence has been and is 
active in Luther League at all levels, in- 
cluding The Luther League of America, 
the chairman of whose Special Gifts 
Fund he now is. 


The Philadelphia District of the 
Luther League of the Central Pennsyl- 
vania Synod held its 28th annual Live 
‘Wire Dinner at Christ Church, Upper 
Darby, Pa., February 12, with Dick 
Sutcliffe, News Editor of The Lutheran 
as its speaker. Despite the difficulties 
‘imposed by a Philadelphia public transit 
strike, the festive event was attended by 
a record number of Luther Leaguers and 
their friends. 

This group also reports that their Mis- 
sionary Rally in January was a huge 


success with 275 in attendance at Temple: 


Church, Philadelphia. Two speakers gave 
information and inspiration to the 
Leaguers—Mr. Roger Gobbel, Senior 
Seminarian from Gettysburg, who spent 
his last summer at Rocky Boy, Montana, 
working with the Cree Indians, and Mr. 
T. S. Paulus, Secretary of the Andhra 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of India. 


The Minneapolis . District 
League reports the holding of a very 
successful Missionary Rally at Woodale 
Church, St. Louis Park, in mid January 
with Mr. John Magalee, native of British 
Guiana, as the speaker. Mr. Magalee is 
a medical student in the States. 


The Southern District of the Luther 
League of the California Synod reports 
something new. They have devised what 
they call a Mutual Assistance Program 
(MAP) to help Leagues improve their 
work and solve their problems. This fea- 
ture is to take the place of their former 
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monthly business meetings. On the list 
of projects for 1949 are: “A Model De- 
votional Meeting”; “Raising League En- 
thusiasm Through Singing’; “The Part 
of Advisors in Our Luther League Pro- 
gram”; “How to Put Life Into Our So- 
cials”; “The League Promotes Litera- 
ture, Art, and Drama”. 


The Education Department of the 
Luther League of the Central Pennsyl- 
vania Synod is at present sponsoring a 
contest for the best new service of in- 
stallation of officers. The award will be 
the use of this service for the installation 
of officers at the coming Gettysburg 
convention in July 13-15. 


The Western District of the Luther 
League of South Carolina started the 
new year off in a big way by holding 
a huge party at Lexington for the mem- 
bers of the district. The 25 Leagues of 
the district were all represented in the 
group of 200 persons present. Games, 
square dancing and contests (with Park- 
er “51” pens as prizes) and refreshments 
were enjoyed by all. 

St. John’s Luther League (Prospect 
Avenue), Brooklyn, under the leadership 
of Henry Lang, provided a fine Christ- 
mas for 6 Estonian DP’s who were 
granted a special stay in this country by 
President Truman. These uncomfortable 
people had been detained at Ellis Island, 
preparatory to deportation, after a peril- 
ous journey in a small boat from Europe. 


The Luther League of the Chicago 
District held its annual banquet on Sun- 
day, January I6th, at Woodlawn-Im- 
manuel Lutheran Church. The speaker 
of the evening was Rev. Joseph W. 
Frease, Executive Secretary of the Luther 
League of America. 


The Lutheran Theological Seminary at 
Maywood, Illinois, was host to the an- 
nual meeting of the Mid-West Regional 
Conference of Luther League Workers, 
January 14, 15. Secretaries Frease and 
Ducker of the’ LLA staff were in attend- 
ance. 


The January Rally of the Fox River 
District of the Luther League of Illinois 
was held at Aurora, January 16th. The 


gathering was featured by the holding 
of four simultaneous discussions on 
League program and problems conducted 
by four seminarians from the Chicago 
Seminary. A brief message from Rey. 
William J. Ducker, Associate Secretary 
of the LLA, was an added feature at 
the business meeting. 


The Luther League of St. Paul’s 
Church, Davenport, Iowa, is rejoicing in 
its new Recreation Room. Starting with 
a rather dark and dingy interior, they 
added much hard work and lots of 
paint to make a pleasant room possible. 
Then followed the task of securing suit- 
able furnishings. They report that the 
congregation was very helpful in assisting 
in the accomplishment of this project. 


This comment (Found in EDMILISE ) 
is a heartening sign in a day when 
Luther Leaguers seem to be laying so 
much stress on having a good time that 
they do not know what else to write 
about in their local, district, and synod- 
ical papers: In our “Quest for the Best” 
at St. Peter’s, Salisbury, N. C., we are 
striving to make our programs the best 
possible. It is our aim to make our de- 
votions as interesting and varied as pos- 
sible, while allowing the Leaguers them- 
selves to benefit.” 


The Luther League of North Carolina 
raises the largest budget in all League- | 
dom every year consistently. They have 
what they call a “Penny Parade” during 
the month of December and raise funds 
for the building of a recreational build- 
ing on the campus of the Lutheran Chil- 
dren’s Home of the South, Salem, Va. 
Their goal was $1,500. Word is that 
they reached and exceeded this figure. 


The Young People’s group of the 
Luther League of the Church of the 
Redeemer, Ramsey, New Jersey, reports 
making a contribution ($25.00) from 
their treasury to help their congregation 
meet its benevolence goal in full for 1948. 
(That’s an idea for Leagues on congre- 
gations not meeting their minimum quota. 
Of course, it is not intended as a sub- 
stitute for individual proportionate giv- 
ing to this cause on the part of all mem- 
bers through the usual channels of the 
duplex envelope. ) 


Seventeen 


@ WESTERN CANADA 

The Luther League of the Synod of 
Western Canada met in convention for 
the first time as a Synodical body on 
November 7 and 8 at Trinity Lutheran’ 
Church, Saskatoon, Sask. The conven- 
tion theme was “In Quest of the Best.” 
The convention opened with a Commun- 
ion Service. Dr. N. Willison, President 
of the Lutheran College and’ Seminary, 
was the keynote speaker. He used the 
symbolism of Luther's “Coat of Arms” 
to challenge the youth of the church to 
live bravely and courageously for the 
truths that it represented. A former 
Leaguer, Missionary Rev. W. Weind, on 
ieave from Liberia, addressed the even- 
ing assembly of Leaguers and urged 
them to go forward at the command of 
our Lord. 


Mr. Garfield Raymond of Kitchener, 
Ontario, was the official representative 
of the Luther League of America. He 
gave much help in planning the work 
for the next term as the new synodical 
organization ventures forth along the 
path of its second year of life. He 
stressed the use of Luther League ma- 
terials and the importance of work with 
the Intermediate age. The Church’s pro- 
gram for Young Adults was explained. 


Highlights of the coming Roanoke con- . 


vention were also presented. 


The convention decided to request the . 


privilege of combining their Luther 
League paper with the Synodical paper, 
“The Church Messenger.” An annual 
budget of $970 for the next two-year 
term was adopted. Rev. R. Sedo installed 
the following officers: President, Archie 
Wagner; Vice-President, Edwin Queren- 
_gesser; Treasurer, George Stefller; Re- 
cording Secretary, John F. Kunkel; Cor- 
responding Secretary, Ann Moertelmeyer. 
Secretaries by appointment are: Educa- 
tional and Pocket Testament League 
(combined), Irene Weidenhammer; Mis- 
sion, Arnold Pokrant; Life Service, Emil 
Lange. Pastoral advisors are Rev. O. 
Goose and Rev. R. Sedo. A banquet at 
the Lutheran College and Seminary 
closed the convention. 

Forty-four delegates and twenty-eight 
visitors participated in this the first bi- 
ennial convention of the Luther League 
of the Synod of Western Canada. The 
good representation from all four dis- 
tricts indicated that this new organization 
had already made an impact upon the 
Leagues since its inception in June of 
1947. All who took part felt encouraged 
over the fact of this great step forward 
in Luther League work in the far-flung 
Prairie Provinces. 
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@ CONNECTICUT 

A most successful Mission Rally with 
157 Leaguers present was held at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, New Britain, 
Connecticut, Sunday, February 6, 1949, 
with Mr. Cecil Goberdhan of British 
Guiana as principal speaker. 

Mr. Goberdhan is one of the few for- 
tunates of British Guiana who, through 
the assistance of the Lutheran Mission, 
was able to receive a high school edu- 
cation and then was sent to America in 
1945. He attended Hartwick College 
in Oneonta, New York, graduating last 
June, and is now doing post-graduate 
work in Wesleyan University, Middle- 
town, Connecticut. 

Mr. Goberdhan’s talk exemplified the 
work that was being done by our Mis- 
sion in his country, and pointed out his 
people’s interest and determination to 
carry the word of our Lord to all corners 
of British Guiana. Many interesting char- 
acteristics and customs of British Guiana 
were described. , 

The business session was presided over 
by Mr. Robert Emeno, State Luther 
League President, who also extended 
greetings to all Leaguers from the Ex- 
ecutive Committee and Advisors. The 
main topic: for discussion was the pro- 
posed re-establishment of the Connecti- 
cut State Luther League paper—“The 
Lamplighter.” The proposal was ap- 
proved, and the paper will go to press 
in the very near future under the guid- 
ing hand of the Meriden Leaguers. 

After supper, sound movies of Luth- 
eran World Action were shown. The 
program was closed in a hilarious man- 
ner with the local Luther Leaguers de- 
picting modern methods of surgery in 
silhouette fashion and a short quiz show 
put on by five Leaguers, picked at ran- 
dom, and four pastors. 


@ GEORGIA-ALABAMA 

It was a new experience to many 
when the Savannah District Luther 
League held its first Retreat at the Union 
Mission Camp a few months ago. A bus 
and a number of private cars ‘took them 
the few miles to the camp. It was late 
Friday afternoon and such fun fixing the 
bunks (in more ways than one) for the 
night. Supper was the first thing on the 
schedule, then a lovely devotional on a 
mound near the water’s edge. The Rev. 
Raymond D. Wood, pastor of Ascension 
Church, gave an inspiring message. Sing- 
ing and a short family worship service 
closed the program. ; 

7:00 A. M. Saturday was the time to 
“Tise and shine,’ but even that was too 
late for many. Morning devotions by a 
Leaguer, breakfast served by the 
Leaguers, and a class “Do You Know?” 
—taught by Rev. C. W. Carpenter— 
started the morning. This last was the 
first session of a mission study class. 
After a short recess, “What’s In It?” 
a session on Bible study, was led by Rev. 
J. A. Seaboch, pastor of Good Shepherd 
Church. Another short rest period and 
then followed “How to Do It,” a dis- 
cussion of topic development, led by 
Misses. Rachel Park and Mildred Gartel~ 
mann. 

The afternoon was devoted to another 
session of the Mission Study Class, fol- 
lowed by organized and unorganized 
recreation until supper time. A song 
fest and “Homeward Thoughts” filled 
the early part of the evening, and 7:30 
P. M. found the Leaguers scrambling 
into the bus and private cars, very tired, 


- but very happy and wishing they could 


stay at least a week. But the next day 
was to be Youth Sunday in their 
churches, and they were anxious to get 
home to participate fully in it. 


1st Convention Luther League of Synod of Western Canada, Saskatoon, Sask. 
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Lutherans in America Urged 
To Pray for Bishop Ordass 


Leaders of the National Lutheran Council call upon 
Lutherans in America for special prayers in behalf of the 


Lutheran Church of Hungary, because, they assert, that’ 


Church is being compelled “to abandon its own true posi- 
tion and to echo a government dominated by anti-Chris- 
tian forces.” 

They report that “renewed and alarming reports” from 
Hungary “prove again that the Government of Hungary 
; under communist elements is applying intense pressure 

upon the Church to bring about its complete submission to 
radical control.” 

Deploring the recent arrest and imprisonment of Bishop 
Lajos Ordass of Budapest, Primate of the Hungarian 
Church, the Lutheran officials expressed their confidence 
in the bishop and his associates “knowing that the charges 
fabricated against them are both false and malicious.” 

Bishop Ordass was given a two-year prison sentence 
and was deprived of civil rights for five years on a charge 
of “foreign currency manipulation,” involving relief funds 
contributed to the Hungarian Church by Lutherans in 
America. ° 

The churchmen invited “all Christendom to consider 
the implications of the real cause for the imprisonment of 
Bishop Ordass, namely, his insistence that God, not the 
State, owns the souls of men.” 

“The right of the Church,” they added, “to teach its 
youth those divine and eternal truths by which both in- 
dividuals and even States must conduct their affairs is 
challenged and attacked in the persecution of this great 
Christian leader who is loved and honored everywhere.” 

Tracing the “gallant struggle“ of the Church of Hungary 
“to maintain its free witness to the Gospel,” the leaders 
declare that “the final and ‘most menacing blow is that of 
the government’s persecution of the Church leaders who 
struggled to preserve the Christian schools.” 

An Associated Press dispatch from Budapest under date 
of January 7 reported that a retrial had been granted to 
Bishop Lajos Ordass, Primate of the Lutheran Church of 
Hungary. Bishop Ordass, a vice-president of the Lutheran 
World Federation and a member of the Central Commit- 
tee of the World Council of Churches, had requested that 
his case be re-opened. 


Wide Range of Occupations 
Found Among Lutheran DP’S 


Lutheran displaced persons waiting in European camps 
for job and housing assurances that will permit them entry 
into the United States represent a broad range of occupa- 
tions, according to Miss Cordelia Cox, acting resettle- 
ment director for the Division of Welfare, NLC. 

Contrary to a widespread belief that most of the DP’s 


are farmers or domestics, Miss Cox points out that these 


occupations are only two among many. Even in these 


_ fields the DP’s have specialized, being dairy farmers, 


poultry farmers, cooks, waitresses, etc. 

Many of the DP’s have been studying while in the 
camps in order to learn a new vocation which could more 
easily fit into the economic pattern of the United States. 
An apprenticeship system under which many of them 
learned their vocations in their homeland made it certain 


‘they were well-grounded in whatever skills they have. 


Among the nearly 200. types of work for which they are 
registered in the Lutheran World Federation files are 
these: Auto mechanics, bakers, bookkeepers, carpenters, 
chauffeurs, dentists, doctors, dressmakers, electricians, 
engineers, forest rangers, gardeners, lawyers, librarians, 
masons, metal workers, musicians, painters, pharmacists, 
photographers, printers, railroad and road workers, shoe- 
makers, telephone and telegraph technicians, tool makers, 
textile workers, watch makers, veterinarians, etc. 

Fifty more displaced persons who have been assured of 
jobs and housing through the National Lutheran Council's 
resettlement service arrived in the United States during 
the week of January 17. 

Largest of the family groups which came in this group 
was a Latvian couple with five children who will be set- 
tiled on a farm near Rockford, Iowa. There were 18 
single persons, nearly all of them women, who were as- 
sured work as domestic housekeepers. Most of the men 
in the group were farmers, but there is one mathematics 
professor who is to teach at Gustavus Adolphus College, 
St. Peter, Minnesota, and one buttermaker who will be 
employed in Mayville, N. D. 

Ten thousand Lutheran congregations will be asked to 
devote Sunday, May 1, to special recognition of this re- 
settlement program for Europe’s displaced Lutheran 
families. 


Servant of All 


(Continued from Page 4) 


“Pm sure she'd be glad to talk with 
you. She’s in the office—” 

“No, here I am right behind you, 
Kathie.” 

And, sure enough there was Miss 
Towne. “I couldn't help - overhearing, 
Kathie,” she said. “Indeed you are run- 
ning a Room Registry of your own!” She 
put her arm around Kathie’s shoulders. 
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“You're living up to all the best tradi- 
tions of the Y.W.C.A. You remind me of 
a great sermon I heard one time preached 
from the text. “Whosoever would be first 
among you, shall be servant of all.’ We're 
proud of you, Kathie.” Her smile took in 
Ericka and Melanie. “So, thanks to 
Kathie, you're going to housekeeping. 
How very nice! And Honoria is finding 
a room at last! That’s splendid too.” She 
nodded at the little schoolteacher and 
Honoria. “Wouldn’t you two like to 
come into my office?” 


The door closed on them. 

“Boy!” Ericka commented. “You cer- 
tainly stand in well with your boss, 
Kathie.” 

“I like her,’ Kathie said. Suddenly 
rainy days when it didn’t rain didn’t 
seem to make any difference any more. 
“T can’t imagine anything I'd rather do 
or any place I'd rather work. When she 
praises me, as she did just now, I feel 
exactly as if I'd been decorated with the 
Croix de guerre.” 


Nineteen 


In an unprecedented demonstration of Christian co- 
operation, over 75,000 churches across the country—rep- 
resenting nearly every major Chistian denomination—have 
joined in a program to strenghen and rebuild the physical 
and spiritual life of the suffering people in Europe and 
Asia. 

This one great effort for one great cause will culminate 
during the hour between ten and eleven on Saturday 
night, March 26th (EST), when the program—ONE 
GREAT HOUR —will be boadcast for America’s churches 
over virtualy every major radio station in the country. 
(Consult your newspaper for time and station.) 

ONE GREAT HOUR, which is being written under the 
direction of the great playwright, Robert Sherwood, will 
dramatize the work being done through America’s churches 
in Europe and Asia. It will make real the desperate need 
of these people not only for material aid—for food and 
clothing that will give them strength to build a new phys- 
ical world—but also, and most important, it will make 
real their great hunger for the Christian faith that will 
give them strength and hope to rebuild their spiritual 
world. 

ONE GREAT HOUR will close with an appeal from 
the churches of America to the people of America to go 
to church the next day, Sunday, March 27, and make 
there a truly sacrificial gift which will be received in the 
name of Christ for all humanity. 

It is believed that this great inter-faith radio program 
will reach an audience of over 50,000,000 people. It is 
hoped that contributions on this one Sunday, March, 27, 
will provide a large part of the funds necessary for the 
work of the many churches overseas during 1949. Parti- 
cipating churches will allot their portion of the contribu- 
tion in different ways, but the money will be used for 
all of the following things: for material aid, food and 
medicine and clothing, where it is most urgently neetled; 
for physical reconstruction of churches and schools; for 
medical centers and hospitals; for recreation centers and 
centers of information and education; for Christian youth 
programs, for rebuilding seminaries and furnishing teach- 
ers and supplies for training religious leaders; for establish- 
ing and maintaining orphanages and old. people’s homes; for 
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“One Great Hour” 


Comes to Radio 


March 26th 


aiding in the permanent settlement of Displaced Persons. 

The magnitude of this cause has enlisted the co- 
operation of many of America’s greatest leaders. The 
Sponsoring Committee of ONE GREAT HOUR ineludes 
the names of The Hon. Lewis Douglas, Ambassador to 
Great Britain; Harvey S. Firestone, Jr., President of the 
Firestone Tire and Rubber Company; A. S. Goss, Master 
of The National Grange; William Green, President of 
the American Federation of Labor; Eric Johnston, Presi- 
dent of the Motion Picture Producers Association of Amer- 
ica, Inc.; Harold E. Stassen, President of the University 
of Pennsylvania; Thomas J. Watson, President of Inter- 
national Business Machines Corporation; Charles E. Wil- 
son, President of General Electric Company; Spyros 
Skouras, President of Twentieth-Century Fox Film Cor- 
poration, and many others. 

Our own Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, is one of the six 
persons composing the Board of Governors. Others on the 
Board are: Mrs. Henry Sloane Coffin, Mrs. Douglas 
Horton, Dr. William M. Ramsey, Mr, Harper Sibley, and 
Bishop Herbert Welch. 


Food and Fun in Foreign Lands 
(Continued from Page 12) 


Alouette—French 

Holla Ho—German 

The Keeper—English 

Green Grow the Rushes—English 
Marianina—Italian 

Jacob’s Ladder—Negro Spiritual 
America the Beautiful—United States 
Auld Lang Syne—English 


@ EDITOR’S NOTE 


Editor's Note: The presentation of party material in this place during 
Lent is not intended to give the impression that we are advocating the 
holding of parties during this period of the Church Year. The more 
conservative practice is to omit them during Lent, or to substitute a 
special Bible Study or Mission Study. We believe that the wiser practice. 
But for those whose Christian liberty leads them to plan the usual social 
event this month, we submit this material as a possible source for plan- 
ning something different. 
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THE MEANING OF BAPTISM 


By THE REV. CHARLES KRAUTH FEGLEY, D.D. 
Weehawken, N. J. 


DISCUSSION PATTERN 

Why? To give young adults a deeper insight into 
the meaning of their own Baptism, and also to help 
them understand their responsibilities as they relate 
to the Baptism of their children. 

How? Two approaches suggest themselves. (1) 
A formal presentation of the topic by one or more 
persons, using this material as a guide, followed by 
discussion on the basis of Forum Fuel Nuggets. 
(2) Distribute this leaflet to every member ahead 
of the meeting, ask that it be read. Request each to 
phrase the questions which arise in his or her mind 
during its reading for discussion in meeting. If few 
questions arise, the leader should be prepared to 
ask questions of the group to see how well they do 
understand the matter. Follow-up by distributing 
some other pamphlet on the subject. 


@ PROGRAM 
_ Hymn: “God of Eternal Love” (124 PSH) 

Versicles: (Closing, page 19, PSH) 

Gloria Patri 

Lesson: Ephesians 4:14-32 

Prayer: Collect 32, page 28, in unison 

Responsive Use of Questions and Answers on Baptism 
(From Luther’s Small Catechism, pages 55, 56, PSH) 

Hymn: “I Was Made A Christian” (126 PSH) 

Topic 

Discussion: Forum Fuel Nuggets : 

Hymn: “Lamb of God, for Sinner Slain” (125 PSH) 

Metrical Benediction: (Hymn 319 PSH) Sung or said 


® OTHER MATERIALS (Pamphlets) A 

Baptism, free, American Lutheran Publicity Bureau, 1819 
Broadway, New York, N. Y. 

What the Bible Teaches About Holy Baptism, Lutheran 
Literary Board, Burlington, Jowa—30 cents 

Receive Them, O Lord, United Lutheran Publication 
House, Philadelphia, Pa.—60 cents per 100. 


@ FORUM FUEL NUGGETS 

How much of your Catechetical Instruction on Baptism 
can you remember and repeat? 

What practical problems of your own grow out of your 
consideration of your Baptism? 

What portion of your instruction in Baptism was stressed 
most, thoroughly? 


MARCH, 1949 


-How many of you remember any reference to the mat- 
ter of Sponsorship? 

How much interest have your sponsors shown in your 
spiritual development? 

Do you know of any case where sponsors exercised or 
are exercising their solemnly assumed obligations? 

How about your own case? Been a Sponsor? Keeping it 
in mind and active? ; 

Would you know how to conduct an “Emergency Bap- 
tism”? (See Common Service Book.) 

Were you ever present at a regular church service when 
announcement was made of any Emergency Baptism? 

Sponsorship as a “high and solemn Christian privilege”. 


@ SEE RESOURCE ARTICLE (Pages 6, 7, 8) 
(Continued from Page 8) 


fants or adults. It seems to us that “the promise is unto 
you and to your children” because children and parents 
alike have need of the Grace of God as it is in Christ 
Jesus and as it may be applied in the sacrament of Holy 
Baptism. 

One other phase of our practice remains to be touched 
upon in this connection, the matter of sponsors. How 
did this practice arise in the history of the Church? It 
arose in the period of persecution when the parents of a 
small child might not live to see the child grow to Chris- 
tian maturity. Sponsors then were chosen to assume with 
the parents the responsibilities for follow-up of the sacra- 
ment. While we may have outlived*the original necessity 
for the institution of the practice of sponsors for children 
in infant Baptism, we still have the practice. No sponsor, 
however, removes from the parent his and her rightful 
responsibility. At best and at most they simply share in 
the promise to follow-up on the covenant relationship 
which has been established with the child. It is to be 
feared that too often today the practice of sponsors is 
simply to confer a dubious honor on some friend of the 
parents, or potential legatee of the child, without regard 
to the suitability of the person or persons for the spiritual 
responsibility which is assumed. “There is hardly a more 
solemn task in the Christian Church than being a sponsor.” 
Persons who are not professing Christians—yes, and prac- 
ticing Christians—should not be chosen as sponsors. Those 
who have not solemnly acknowledged Christ as their 
Saviour will scarcely be able to guide another into the 
consciousness of the Saviourhood of Christ and the Father- 


hood of God. 
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APRIL 
The Meaning of the Christian Life 


3—The Fruits of the Spirit 
Galatians 5:22-25 


10—Is It for Children Only? 
Acts 14:21-23 


17—He Showed Himself Alive! (Easter) 
Acts 1:1-8 


24—The Message of Easter in Sacred Song 
John 20:26-28 


March topics were printed in our February 
issue. For your information they are listed here. 
If you need a copy of that issue, please write 


for it, sending 20 cents. 


April topics for young people are given 
herewith. May topics will appear in our April 
issue, and so on throughout the year. Please 
It is 


note this change in publication policy. 
designed to get topics to you earlier. 


THE MEANING OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE: 
(1) THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT 
Galatians 5:22-25 


By THE REV. H. T. LEHMANN, S.T.D., Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 


@ PROGRAM 
Hymn: “God of Mercy, God of Grace” 
(312 PSH) 


Call to Worship: Jesus says: “Abide in me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; 
no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I 
am the vine, ye are the branches: He that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bring- 
eth forth much fruit: for without me ye can 
do nothing.” 

The Scripture Lesson: Galatians 5:22, 23 

Prayer: O Christ, Thou Giver of every good 
and perfect gift, withhold not from us the 
gifts of Thy Holy Spirit on account of our 
many sins and shortcomings, but rather grant 
us Thy Holy Spirit in an ever-growing mea- 
sure, so that we may be strengtthened to 
bring forth the good fruit of a life conse- 
crated to the service of men and the glory 
of Thy Name. Hear us for the sake of Thy 
bitter sufferings and death. Amen. 

Hymn: “Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove” 

(104> PSH; 65° GYH*) 

Topie Presentation and Discussion 

The Offering 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn: “Jesus, My Lord,» My God, My All’ 

(262° PSH; 196 CYH*) 


® Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the Ui. es 


@ PREPARATON 

This short series of topics is a sequel to that 
which was suggested for use in March 6n the 
theme, “Some Basic Christian Beliefs’. There 
is an intimate and abiding relation between 
faith and life. The first series had to do with 
matters of faith; this, has to do with matters 
of life. 

The three sections of this subject may easily 
be presented by as many speakers in their 
very own words. Then follow with the dis- 
cussion, using the questions under the heading, 
“Thought Starters.” 


@ THOUGHT STARTERS 


What are “the fruits of the spirit’? 

Are these qualities of life desirable in our 
modern world? 

Are they natural to the life of man? 

What symbol of nature does Jesus use to 
picture “‘the fruits of faith’’?- 

Do you agree with the statement, “Only 
those deeds of man are good which proceed 
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“out of a heart of faith in Jesus Christ’? When 


is that statement true? When is it false? 

How do you account for the conspicuous 
absence of “the fruits of the spirit” ‘in many 
professing Christians? : 

Can you point out individuals or groups of 
individual Christians today who do exemplify 
these “fruits of the spirit” in marked degree? 


@ GUIDANCE FROM THE WORD 


Matthew 7:15. That person is a “false proph- 
et” whose life is adored with good works 
and whose heart is unconverted. In the eyes of 
men his good works are good fruit. But God 
sees more: He sees the unconverted heart. 


Matthew 18:8, 23. Good ground brings forth 
good fruit. Not the fruit makes the ground 
good, but the good ground makes the fruit 
good. Good ground and good fruit are the 
fruit of the Spirit. 


Romans 6:21, 22. The fruit of sin is death; 
the fruit of the Spirit is life. Slaves of sin reap 
the fruit of death; free servants of God reap 
the fruit of life. 


Philippians 1:11. Our relationship to God has 
been made “right” through the life and. death 
of Jesus, the Son of God. The fruit of that 
right relationship with God is righteous living. 


Colossians 1:10. To be worthy of the name 
“Christian” we must be fruitful “unto every 
good work.” And not only that: we must grow 
in good works! 


Hebrews 18:15. A Christian, brought out of 
the darkness of sin into the marvelous light of 
Jesus through the Spirit, will dedicate life and 
lips to the service of God and men. This is the 
fruit of the Spirit. 


James 3:16, 17. The working of the Holy 
Spirit in the Christian congregation or in any 
of its organizations is neutralized through envy, 
contention, partiality, hypocrisy. The fruit of 
the Holy Spirit’s work blossoms forth in purity, 
peace, love, gentleness and kindness.’ 


@ ILLUSTRATIONS 
Good Fruits 
A Roman Catholic priest in Belgium rebuked 
a young woman and her brother for. reading 
that “bad book”, pointing to the Bible. Sires 
she replied, “a little while ago my brother 
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Basic Beliefs 


6—-The Bible Speaks of God 
Hebrews 1:1-3 


13—Christ the Lord Is Saviour 
John 20:30, 31 


20—What Is Saving Faith? 
Acts 16:80, 31 


27—The Means of Grace 
Romans 10:8-17 


was an idler, a gambler, and a drunkard. Since 
he began to study the Bible, he works with 
industry, goes no longer to the tavem, no 
longer touches cards, brings home money to 
his poor old mother, and our life at home is 
quiet and delightful. How comes it, sir, that 
a bad book produces such good fruits?” 

Here is a poem describing the fruit of the 
Spirit in the life of the Christian: 


Let Me Be A Little Kinder 


Let me be a little kinder, 

Let me be a little blinder 

To the faults of those about me; 
Let me praise a little more. 


Let me be, when I am weary, 
Just a little bit more cheery 
Let me serve a little better © 
Those whom I am striving for. 


Let me be a little meeker 
With the other who is weaker; 
Let me think more of my neighbor 
And a little less of me. 
—Selected from “Youth’s Favourite 
Poems” by Wilton E, Bergstrand 


@ THE TOPIC 

Out in the garden there stands an 
apple tree. Its trunk is, huge and bulky. 
It sinks its roots deeper into the ground 
year by year. The heavy, green foliage 
on its ever-widening branches is a de- 
light to the eye. In the springtime its 
leafy green is fairly inundated by a sea 
of gorgeous blossoms. When fall comes 
its boughs are weighed down by its 
plentiful fruit. It is wonderful to have 
a joyous harvest like that. 

That tree is a good tree. Jesus has 
likened the real Christian to such a good 
tree in His famous Sermon on the Mount. 
“Every good tree bringeth forth good 
fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth 
evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring 
forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt 
tree bring forth good fruit. . . . Where- 
fore by their fruits shall ye know them.” 
(Matthew 7:17-20) 

In Galatians 5:22, 23 the Apostle 
Paul describes the good fruit of a good 
tree. Such good. fruits are virtues like 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentle- 
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ness, goodness, loyalty, meekness, self- 
restraint. 


Not of Man But of God 

_ Do we possess all these virtues? And 
if we do, do we possess. them in their 
fullness? And how can we come into 
their possession? Where is their source? 

The answer is: They are not of men 
but of God. 

Certainly we find such virtues as 
gentleness, goodness, loyalty, meekness 


and self-restraint among men. The old 


Greeks were the champions of self-re- 

_ Straint. Seneca, a Roman poet and con- 
temporary of Paul, consistently taught 
his disciples to strive for unshakable for- 
titude, health, freedom, hatmony and 
beauty of personality. Another Roman 
contemporary of Paul admonished his 
countrymen to live lives of complete 
purity. Goethe, the greatest poet Ger- 
many has produced, sought to cultivate 
balance of temperament and beauty of 
soul and body. All these men, including 
Goethe, were non-Christians, yet they 
were champions of virtue. 

It is true, then, to say, that the virtues 
which Paul: mentions are not fruits of 
the spirit of man but of the Spirit of God, 
and of God alone? Is it true to say that 
they are essentially Christian virtues? 

We can put our thinking right when 
we adopt this scriptural principle: that 
which is good in the sight of man is not 
always good in the sight of God. And 
only that is good in the sight of God 
which is the fruit of faith in Jesus Christ. 
Only then are. we capable of bringing 
forth the fruits: of the Spirit, when we 
have been re-born and are daily con- 
verted by that Spirit. No matter then 
how imperfect your love to God and to 

_man, no matter how dim your joy, or 
how wavering your loyalty—if you are a 
baptized and believing Christian, you are 
bringing forth the fruits of the Spirit of 
God. 


We then want to agree on this point 


that the fruits of the Spirit are not nor 


cannot be of man, but are of God. 


Not Slavery But Freedom 
Let us once again think of that fruit 
~ tree out there in the orchard. It is a good 
tree. Because it is a good tree it is na- 
tural for it to bring forth good fruits. 
It has no particular strain or makes no 
forced effort. 

With the Christian who has been born 
again through the power of the Holy 
Spirit it is much the same way. He does 
not have to keep on prodding himself 
to “do good”. Nor is it irksome, or dif- 
ficult. His good works are not a strained 


MARCH, 1949 


effort. He brings forth good works as the 
fruit of the Spirit even before he becomes 
conscious of them. Love to God and man, 
joy, peace, long-suffering, patience, 
meekness, loyalty, goodness as fruits of 
the Spirit are spontaneous in his life. So 
you see, the Christian is not. virtuous 
because he has to be, but because he 
cannot be otherwise. There you have 
the total difference between the slave 
and the free Christian. The slave is still 
under the law. He feels that he has to 
be virtuous. The free Christian is under 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He wants 
to be virtuous. 

But let us put our ideas concerning 
Christian freedom right. As long as we 
are under the power of Satan and sin 
we are. slaves. We are then bound to 
sin by fear. From the reign of Satan and 
sin Jesus Christ, the Son of God, has 
bought us free through His Holy and 
Precious Blood. We are now bound to 
Christ by faith. Christian freedom does 
not consist in doing what we want to 
do. It consists in wanting to do what 
God wants us to do. Our freedom is not 
a freedom from sin and from Christ. 
It is a freedom in Christ. 

Under the floating banner of freedom 
in Christ we bring forth the fruits of the 
Spirit with joy and gladness. 


Not Defeat But Victory 
As long as we permit God through the 
Holy Spirit’s power to bring forth the 


good fruit of love to Him and our fel- 
lowman, the fruit of joy in serving Him, 
we march on, not to defeat, but to vic- 
tory. In fact, the victorious spirit in our 
hearts is the fruit of the. Spirit of God 
in our lives, 

Let’s just be sure about this one thing 
jn these days of crises in the lives of 
countless individuals and nations: no mat- 
ter what happens, no one can rob us of 
the victory over our most ferocious foes, 
Satan, sin and death, which we have in 
Christ Jesus our Crucified, Risen, As- 
cended and Coming Lord. When you get 
right down to the rock-bottom of life, 
then it is this victory that matters most. 
Assured of that victory we shall bring 
forth victoriously the fruits of the Spirit: 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, loyalty, meekness, self- 
restraint. 

The majority of people about us are 
not daring to live this victorious life 
with these fruits of the Spirit. We who 
are so few in comparison sometimes 
think: “What’s the use of it all? Where 
does it get me?” and “I'll just be left 
holding the bag anyway”. That’s the 
spirit of the defeatist. Defeatists aren't 
worth anything to*anybody—not even the 
world, let alone to the Church of Christ. 
The Spirit of Christ constrains us to 
live the fruits of the Spirit. Let us not 
resist that constraint. Let us' march for- 
ward victoriously under the banner of our 
Christ. 


iS 
THE MEANING OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE: 
(2) IS IT FOR CHILDREN ONLY? 


Acts 14:21-23 
By THE REV. LORIN L. SPENNY, Covington, Kentucky 


@® METHOD SUGGESTIONS 


The material is written with the hope that 
after the subject is presented by the leader 
there can be a free discussion of the importance 
of Confirmation in the life of the Lutheran 
Church. In this, individuals may bear witness 
to what it has already meant to them, and the 
increasing value it has in their lives. Like 
baptism, it happens once, but the blessings 
are cumulative as time goes on. 


@ PROGRAM 
Hymn: “Jesus, Master, Whose I Am” 
(75 CSB*) 


Responsive Reading, Canticle No. 12 
(Page 215 CSB) 

Prayer: O Lord Jesus, with what joy do we 
confess Thee as our Master! Thou hast called 
us, taught us, saved us, and Thou dost even 
now confess us before Thy Father in heaven. 
Send Thy Holy Spirit unto our hearts, that 
we shall be faithful in our confession of 
Thee before the world. Be Thou our con- 
stant joy, as we work and play, worship 
and serve, both alone and with our com- 
panions. Bless those who have consciously 
confessed Thee this day about Thy many 
altars, and give each one a greater under- 
standing of the eternal fellowship which is 
Thy Church. In Thy blessed name we pray. 
Amen.” 


Read the Acts 14:21-23 and relate it to the 
subject. ; 

Hymn: “I’m Not Ashamed to Own My Lord” 

(180 CSB) 

Presentation of the Topic 

The Discussion of the Topic 

The Offering and Consecration 

Hymn: “Let Me Be Thine Forever” (271 CSB) 

Closing Prayer or Benediction 


2 Common Service Book. All hymns in this 
service have been chosen from that book, 
other hymns may be substituted from other 
sources, if desired. 


@ THE WORD TEACHES 


The Acts 15:36-41. St. Paul’s oversight and 
concern for the churches was something like a 
faithful parent or pastor today in confirming 
the individual in the faith. 


I Corinthians 1:4-9. The fullest and final con- 
firmation of the believer in the faith will be 
accomplished by our Lord Jesus Christ. By 
His help we shall stand fearlessly before the 
great judgment Throne. _ 


Romans 10:9-13. The essence of confirmation 
is group recognition of the individual’s con- 
fession of faith. The church is the congregation 
(the group) of those who believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and who confess this faith on 
earth. 
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Philippians 2:5-11. Our kneeling in the con- 
firmation service is symbolic of the way your 
hearts, minds and bodies give obedience to 
the Lord Jesus. He alone is worthy of this 
adoration. In Him we find our greatest joy. 


Romans 6:3-5. Baptism is an experience which 
we should relive day by day. We rid ourselves 
of sin daily by true repentance and the new 
consecrated self daily arises by faith. The 
Christian’s life is always new. 


I John 4:12-16. The only* way we can have 
any confidence that God dwells in us is through 
Jesus Christ. After that we find ourselves dwell- 
ing in love. 


Psalm 27:1-6. Jesus is our Light and our sal- 
vation. He is the strength of our lives. Then 
shall come fearlessness because of the knowl- 
edge of His protection. Then shall we truly 
worship and serve Him. The result is our 
greater joy. 


@ SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 


I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, be- 
gotten of the Father from eternity, and also 
true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my 
Lord. 

—Luther’s Small Catechism 


The Father in Heaven, for Jesus’ sake, re- 
new and increase in thee the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, to thy strengthening in faith, to thy 
growth in grace, to thy patience in suffering, 
and to the blessed hope of everlasting life. 
Amen. 

—From The Order for Confirmation 


Ye men and angels, witness now, 
Before the Lord we speak; 
To Him we make our solemn vow, 
A vow we may not break. 
That long as life itself shall last 
Ourselves to Christ we'll yield; 
Nor from His cause will we depart, 
Or ever quit the field. 
—From Hymn by Benjamin Beddome 


Christ Is Calling 
Christ is walking Life’s shores again! 
Christ is choosing His fishermen, 
With nets far spread for their hauling! 
Christ looks in at the office door! 
Christ is searching mill and store— 
It’s youf It’s you, He’s calling. 
Lift the sail, with its blood red cross! 
Lift it where the wild seas toss 
Till all lands hail its glowing! 
Who will help where it cleaves the dark? 
Who will be a John or Mark? 
Clasp Christ’s hand and be going. 

—Daniel Henderson 


His Lamps 
His lamps are we, 
To shine where He shall say; 
And lamps are not for sunny rooms, 
Nor for the light of day, 
But for dark places of the earth, 
Where shame and wrong and crime have 
birth, 
And for the murky twilight gray, 
Where wandering sheep have gone astray 
And where the lamp of faith grows dim, 
And souls are groping after Him. 
And as sometimes a flame we see, 
Clear shining, through the night 
So dark we cannot see the lamp— 
But only see the light, 
So may we shine, His love the flame, 
That men may glorify His name. 
—Annie Johnson Flint 


@ THE TOPIC 

Lutheran Churches throughout history 
have regularly chosen one or another of 
two great festival days on which to 
observe the Rite of Confirmation: Palm 
Sunday and Pentecost ( Whitsunday ). 
Perhaps on this Sunday in your church 
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there was a class of young people who 


» had received instruction from the pastor 


or others for a year or two, and today 
came to be confirmed. Perhaps they were 
dressed in white for the occasion and 
had their pictures taken for permanent 
record of the event. The congregation 
doubtless will give them and the other 
new members a welcoming reception. 
You may have heard them in a public 
examination. It was a great day for them, 
a most significant event in their lives. 
This group of teen-agers were introduced 
to their full duties as adult members of 
your congregation. They have confessed 
their Lord openly and now are considered 
in full standing. The Lutheran Church 
has been blessed greatly in its use of 
this Rite of Confirmation. We have lived 
to see the day that other great denomi- 
nations have come: to use the Confirma- 
tion Class or its equivalent in the intro- 
duction of their youth to full member- 
ship. 

But as fine as it is, when confirmation 
day is over, has it no further meaning for 
the church? Is this beautiful rite to be 
reserved for children only; to be used 
once and then for the balance of life to 
be buried among cherished memories? 
The answer to this question is an em- 
phatic “no”. There are two reasons for 
that answer. 


Adults Also Are Confirmed 

As our Lutheran forebears came _ to 
this country the greatest evangelistic 
obligation of their congregations was 
to catechize their children and then to 
confirm them. Their families were all of 
this same Lutheran stock. They had all 
been baptized in infancy and the con- 
firmation of their children was the nor- 
mal thing. Born and bred in Christian 
homes, no further evangelism was nec- 
essary for them. However, as American- 
ization progressed, there came those into 
Lutheran families who had no apprecia- 
tion of distinctive Lutheran teachings 
and practices. They had not been bap- 
tized in infancy, neither catechized nor 
confirmed. By our own day there has 
come a complete break with the tradi- 
tional approach of the early colonists. 
Thus the Board of American Missions 
of our own church today, in its surveys 
in the interest of new congregations may 
ask questions—“Are there Germans or 
Scandinavians in the territory?” or, “Are 
there Lutherans already there who. need 
their church?” but it pays greatest at- 
tention to the answer to its question— 
“Are there masses of people who are not 
Christians?” 


So in our churches today there are 
many who have been confirmed as adults. 
They have been instructed in the Chris- 
tian faith and have been made members 
of the church by the historic rite of Con- 
firmation. There are those unbaptized 
in childhopd (who must now be bap- 
tized), there are those who have been 
overlooked by the Christian community, 
there are those who have been baptized 
in infancy but have never made a per- 
sonal confession of Christ, there are 
those who transfer from other Commun- 
ions as well as those who were reared 
in non-evangelical surroundings. All these, 


-having found the Lord Jesus Christ, 


come before the congregation with a con- 
fession and are confirmed in the faith. 

Congregations may use variant terms 
to describe the reality of confirmation: 
Adult baptism, profession of faith, re- 
instatement of lapsed membership. How- 
ever, the same questions are used in 
each case: “Do you renounce the devil 
and all his works and all his ways?” 
Do you confess the truth of Jesus Christ 
as expressed in the Apostles Creed?” “Do 
you promise to abide in this Christian 
faith?” “Do you promise as a member of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church to re- 
main faithful to its teachings and in the 
use of the Means of Grace?” To all these 
the new adult believer gives hearty 
assent. ; 

Back of this, however, is the trust of a 
great personality, Jesus Christ. We join 
ourselves to Him. We cannot foresee all 
the experiences that will come unto us 
in life. We cannot promise ourselves that 
we will be sinless under all circumstances. 
But we do know a Master and we can 
trust Him for guidance, for forgiveness, 
and for life. We fill our hearts and 
minds with Him. What assurance there 
is in these words of Jesus, “Whosoever 
therefore shall confess me before men, 
him will I confess also before my Father 
which is in Heaven. But whosoever shall 
deny me before men, him will I also’ 
deny before my Father which is in 
Heaven.” Through the centuries men of 
all stations in life have found in this in 
confession of Christ a source of strength 
to enable them to stand before princi- 
palities and powers, kingdoms of this. 
world and the next, to be martyrs, 
apostles, teachers, leaders, helpers, and 
blessings unto the world. Christ living 
in them was sufficient for all things. 


Christians Are Constantly Renewed 

The scripture verses read awhile ago 
referred to the trips taken by St. Paul 
and his companions, revisiting churches 
which he had established. He came “con- 
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firming the souls of the disciples, and 
exhorting them to continue in the faith”. 
Very near to his heart was the welfare 
of these churches which he had estab- 
lished. We will never understand what 


‘it meant to those churches to have had 


him return to them, lifting their hearts 
by his confessions of his Lord and an- 


_ swering their earnest questions. No won- 
der his letters to them were precious. 


In some such way does the Rite of 
Confirmation, as we witness its recur- 


rence annually, assure us who are already 


believers. Confirmation lasts through the 


_ years. Analyze your feelings today as the 


class made its confession. Did your mind 
wander back to that time when you were 
among those who gathered in the chan- 
celP Now you know a great deal more 
about what happened then than you did 
at that time. You have better understood 
how glorious is the fellowship of the 
church. You are one in Christ with the 
great souls of history, with all the great 
believers of our time and those yet to be 
born. You have tested this fellowship, 
and you have experienced both the joy 
of daily forgiveness and the special 
blessing of the Lord’s Supper. 

For you the confirmation experience 
was re-lived today, and you are now more 
heartily Christian than you were before. 
Or, perhaps you have experienced doubts 
and disappointments. The fellowship of 
the church was not all you thought it 
should have been. Then, this morning 
you heard again the blessing and prayer 
pronounced over the head of each one 


confirmed. “The Father in Heaven, for 
Jesus’ sake, renew and increase in thee 
the gift of the Holy Ghost, to thy 
strengthening in faith, to thy growth in 
grace, to thy patience in suffering, and 
to the blessed hope of everlasting life. 
Amen.” Then you realize that a blessing 
from eternal God comes only to those 
who will trust Him, and you resolved 
to be more faithful on your part. 

Will you meditate on what happened 
today? Confirmation is not a sacrament. 
It gives you nothing that you did not 
have before at baptism. But like bap- 
tism, its blessings go on through life. 
One of the last questions on baptism in 
Luther’s Small Catechism asks: “What 
does this baptizing with water signify?”, 
and the answer is, “It signifies that the 
Old Adam in us is to be drowned and 
destroyed by daily sorrow and repent- 
ance, together with all sins and evil 
lusts; and that again the new man 
should daily come forth and rise, that 
shall live in the presence of God in 
righteousness and purity forever’. We 
are constantly re-living our baptism and 
as we make mistakes and repentantly 
ask forgiveness daily, so we are daily 
renewed and refreshed. So, it is true 
with our confirmation. It comes back 
to us, assuring us, confirming us in the 
fellowship of Jesus Christ. Our Christian 
appreciation is not static but is a grow- 
ing thing. Back of our experiences in 
the church is always the life-giving 
Power of the Holy Spirit. He is the 
strength of the Church. 


@ THINK ON THESE 

There are many terms used by Chris- 
tian congregations to indicate church- 
joining: Confirmation, Adult Baptism, 
Conversion, Profession of Faith, Rein- 
statement of Lapsed Membership. What 
thing have all of them in common? 

Do you find you look back at your 


‘own confirmation that it was intellec- 


tually beyond you in meaning? 

Do you think that the average con- 
firmand would be helped if he took a 
“tefresher” course at about age 18 or 20, 
permitting his childhood religious ideas 
to grow up, along with his secular ideas? 

Can you see the danger, noticed by 
some, that with our emphasis on in- 
struction, catechumens may mistake 
“knowledge” for “faith”? How can this 
be avoided? 

Do you think that our church is justi- 
fied in requiring instruction of adults 
before they are confirmed? 

Do you think that there would be an 
advantage if we required of confirmands 
promises to obey specific rules for 
church membership rather than leaving 
Christian expression to the individual 
consecrated conscience? 

How would the promises in the Order 
for Confirmation then read? Try to re- 
phrase them if your answer to the pre- 
ceding question is “yes”. 

Dare Confirmation be substituted in 
the case of adults for Baptism? Give 
reasons for your answer. Are both nec- 
essary for the previously unbaptized 
adult? P 


THE MEANING OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE: 
(3) HE SHOWED HIMSELF ALIVE 
Acts 1:1-8 
By THE REV. ALBERT W. LOTZ, Kitchener, Ontario, Canada 


@® PREPARATION 


Since the Resurrection of our Lord is a 
fact of history, it would be wise in the pre- 
sentation of the Easter Topic to review the 
events of that first Easter. A sound film, “THE 
FIRST EASTER,” (available dt most rental 
film libraries) could be shown. Or the use of 
the colored 2 x 2 slides entitled, “THE EASTER 
STORY” (produced by Church-Craft) is very 
effective. Suitable Easter 35mm. filmstrips and 
other 2x2 slides may also be secured from 
the Audio-Visual Aids Department of the 
United Lutheran Publication House, 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


@ PROGRAM 
Hymn: “Christ is Risen! Alleluia!” 

(87 PSH; 39 CYH*) 
Opening Versicles: (18 PSH; 323 CYH*) 
Gloria Patri 
Scripture Lesson: Acts 1:1-8 
Prayer: (24 PSH; 323 CYH*) 
Hymn: “The Day of Resurrection” 

(81 PSH; 43 CYH*) 
Shownig of Film or Slides 
Hymn: “I Know That My_Rédeemer Lives” 

j (198 PSH; 189 CYH*) 
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Presentation and Discussion of Topic 

Hymn: “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 
(84 PSH; 41 CYH*) 

Offering and Announcements 

Prayer: (Collect No. 11, page 25, PSH) 

Lord’s Prayer 

Benediction 


* Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the U.L.P.H. If the Easter Service in this 
hymnal is used, only the scripture lesson 
and hymns from the above outline will be 
needed in addition. 


°@® THE TOPIC 


Thousands and thousands of people, 
historians, statesmen, philosophers,  sci- 
entists, churchmen, Christians, and unbe- 
lievers; men in every walk of life, of 
every race, colour and creed and in every 
age for the past 2000 years have testi- 
fied that the .greatest man who ever 
lived was Jesus Christ. And yet no tomb- 
stone can be found on which have been 


carved the words: “Here lies Jesus of 
Nazareth!” Strange is it not? And yet 
not so strange. The open grave, the 
rolled-away stone, the broken seal, the 
empty shrouds, all testify: “He is not 
here; He is Risen.” 


The Resurrection Fact 
“He is Risen.” This announces not a 
doctrine of the Christian Church, but an 
actual fact; a reality that took place over 
1900 years ago, not in some obscure 
corner of the world, but in that great, 
important, well-known city, the center 

of the Jewish nation, Jerusalem. 
Someone has very well said that if a 
man were to say that he does not believe 
that such a character as Julius Caesar 
ever lived and that the story of his 
assassinatio’ in the Roman senate is a 
mere myth, we would not say of this 
man that he was lacking in faith, but 
that he was without common sense and 
ordinary intelligence. So, when we meet 
a man who doubts the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, we do not feel disposed to 
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attribute it to lack of faith but to a 
lack of knowledge and common sense. 
There is really no fact in all history bet- 
ter established than the historic fact that 
on that first Easter Day Jesus Christ, our 
Saviour, rose from the tomb. 

Luke tells us in Acts 1, verse 3, that 
Jesus “shewed Himself alive after His 
passion by many infallible proofs, being 
seen of them forty days.” 


Some Proofs of the Resurrection 

What are some of these infallible 
proofs? 

In seventeen recorded instances, Jesus 
appeared to His followers after His tri- 
umph over the tomb—eleven times be- 
fore His Ascension and six times there- 
after. Thomas Huxley, the master skeptic 
of the 19th Century, realizing that the 
miracles of yesterday have become the 
common-places of today, told his fellow 
infidels that “the question of the Resur- 
rection of Christ was not a philosophical 
problem to be measured by standards 
of possibilities or impossibilities, but 
rather an historical event which would 
have to be tested by the testimony of 
the reporters. If the men who tell of 
the ‘resurrection of Jesus were able and 
willing to tell the truth, we have no 
right to insist on what we consider pos- 
sible or impossible, but we must look 
into the value of their report and then 
decide whether it is admissible or not.” 

Now let us summon the witnesses,— 
those who saw Him. We have Mary 
Magdalene, the first human being to be- 
hold the risen Redeemer; the other wo- 
men who had come to anoint Him; Si- 
mon Peter; His two followers on the 
Emmaus road; the disciples at two sepa- 
rate occasions within eight days, his 
seven followers on the shore of the Gali- 
lean lake; the eleven on the mountain; 
the five hundred brethren who saw Him 
at one time; James; the Saviour’s ; fol- 
lowers gathered with Him in the final 
meeting before His ascent into Heaven, 
—and all these testify unmistakably that 
the same Jesus Who died on the cross 
was revived and showed Himself alive. 
Here then we have the evidence of hun- 
dreds of New Testament witnesses who 
talked with the risen Christ, walked with 
Him, ate with Him, knelt before Him, 
and acclaimed Him their Lord and Sa- 
viour. Is there any other fact in the his- 
tory of the Ist Century thatshas as much 
support as the resurrection? It has been 
well said, “If the Easter record is not 
in every claim the account of history; if 
the statements of those who testified 
to the Easter truths are not accepted as 
conclusive evidence, then no testimony 
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and evidence whatever can establish any 
truth in any age of history.” 

Observe the action of the high council, 
the head of the Jewish people, men like 
Annas, Caiaphas, John and Alexander. 
Having condemned Jesus for blasphem- 
ing, and having pronounced Him a de- 
ceiver, there is no doubt that these same 
men would have entertained no scruples 
about denying or falsifying the truth of 
the Resurrection if they only stood a 
chance of finding belief with the people. 
But there was the difficulty. They could 
not deny the Resurrection, because it was 
an established fact, known to all those 
dwelling at Jerusalem. When Peter and 
John persisted: “We cannot but speak 
the things which we have seen and 
heard,” the leaders simply commanded 
them not to preach in the name of 
Jesus and threatened them, but never 
accused them of spreading a falsehood. 
And so by their act, the avowed enemies 
of the Gospel of Christ actually con- 
fessed that it was true what Peter and 
John testified of Jesus. 


Influence of the Resurrection Fact 

We have no reason to doubt that Paul 
also saw with his own eyes, Christ in His 
resurrection-body, described in the 9th, 
22nd and 26th Chapters of Acts and as 
he testifies in his own words as recorded 
in I Corinthians 15:8, “Last of all, He 
was seen by me also” and in I Corin- 
thians 9:1, “Am I not an apostle? Have 
I not seen our Lord Jesus Christ?” Paul 
was so convinced that he based _ his 
theology on the great fact of the resur- 
rection of Christ. 

Furthermore, think of the testimony of 
the thousands of martyrs who died will- 
ingly and gladly for their faith. And 
what did they die for? A dead Saviour? 
Why did they exchange the comforts 
and warmth of home and friends for 
ridicule, suffering, agony and _ persecu- 
tionP What changed the cross from an 
instrument of bloody torture, despair, 
death and defeat to the most beloved 
symbol of peace, hope, life and victory? 
Not a dead Saviour, but a living Christ. 

Now add to the above convincing 
testimony, the words of Jesus which be- 
yond all human expectation have been 
fulfilled before our eyes, two thousand 
years of history which prove the irre- 
pressible conquest of the cross, and the 
confession of millions of men and women 
who have been made over by the in- 
fluence of the living Christ. 

In the light of this indisputable evi- 
dence and infallible proof, we are forti- 
fied in our triumphant assurance and 
unquestioning faith, “I know that my 


Redeemer lives!” 


@ THOUGHT STARTERS 

How should the confession “I know 
that my Redeemer lives”, manifest it- 
self in our lives? 

Did the action of the enemies of Jesus 
help to substantiate the,resurrection fact? 

Is the customary celebration of Easter 
in keeping with the importance and 


* solemnity of the Resurrection fact? 


Can children grasp the significance of 
the Resurrection, and how would you 
explain the Easter Story to them? 

What comfort in time of bereavement 
do we receive from the Resurrection 
fact? 

Without Christ’s Crucifixion does His 
Resurrection mean anything to us and 
without Christ’s Resurrection does His 
Crucifixion mean anything to us? 


® ANECDOTE ; 
The beautiful hymn “I Know That My 
Redeemer Lives,’ which is based on the 
words of Job (Chapter 19, 25), was 
written by Samuel Medley, who was 
born at Chestnut, Hertfordshire, Eng- 
land, June 23, 1738. In his youth Medley 
was apprenticed to an oilman; but the 
business did not appeal to him. One 
way of getting out of serving his full 
time as apprentice was to join the king’s 
navy. This he did. And so we find him, 
at the age of seventeen, serving as 
midshipman on board His Majesty’s ship 
Buckingham, from which he was after- 
wards transferred to the Intrepid, com- 
manded by Admiral Boscawen. In a sea- 
battle with the French, Medley was ser- 
iously wounded and was sent home to re- 
cuperate. He had led a wild and dis- 
solute life in the navy and was no true 
Christian at heart. During his. conval- 
escence in the home of his maternal 
grandfather he came under the influence 
of this pious and God-fearing man. Med- 
ley became a devout Christian, gave up 
his position in the navy, and began to 
teach school. A few years later he was 
encouraged to preach. Later he was ap- 
pointed pastor of the Baptist church at 
Watford, where he remained for five 
years, and then he was transferred to 
Liverpool, where he labored with great 
success, preaching to very large audi- 
ences. Medley died July 17, 1799. On 
his death-bed he said: “I am a_ poor, 
shattered bark, just about to gain the 
blissful harbor, and oh, how sweet will 
be the port after the storm. Dying is 
sweet, sweet work! My heavenly Father: 
I am looking up to my dear Jesus, my 

God, my Portion, my All in All.” 
(W. G. Polack) 
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@ LET THE BIBLE SPEAK 


Acts 4:13-21. We are told that even at this 
early date thousands believed Jesus to be the 
‘promised Messiah, the risen Saviour. How 
could the disciples persuade so many to believe 
in the resurrection of Jesus, if it had not been 
a fact. The Pharisees and the leaders of the 
Jews, enemies of the Gospel of Christ, cer- 
tainly would have been the first to refute the 
apostles if they would have testified falsely. 
The situation was undeniably such that the 
apostles in their preaching were obliged to 
abide by the truth and adhere strictly to the 
facts, “Christ had risen.” 


Luke 24:36-44. No fact in history is better 
attested than the resurrection of Christ from the 
dead. Observe that when Jesus appeared in 
the room, the first evidence was that of hear- 
ing, “These are the words which I spake unto 
-_ you, while I was yet with you.” The second 

evidence was that of sight: “Behold, my hands 
and my feet, that it is I myself.” The third 
evidence was that of touch or feeling: ‘‘Handle 
Me and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and 
bones, as ye see me have.” Still farther to 
show them that their Lord had a real body, 
and not a mere form of one, he said. “Have 
ye here any meat? And they gave Him a 
piece of a broiled fish, and of a honeycomb, 
and He took, and did eat before them.” 


Acts 13:26-39. Paul knowing that his message 
concerning the resurrection of Jesus was true, 
-proclaimed it with great earnestness. He testi- 
fies that God’s plan cannot be defeated. No 
power on earth, not even death, nor the com- 
bined powers of hell and satan are mighty 
enough to destroy nor change the ongoing, 
overruling purpose of the Almighty. 


John 20:11-18. The risen Lord here speaks of 
“My Father and your Father, my God and 
your God.” God the Father is Christ’s Father 
in a unique sense of the word; for He is the 
only-begotten Son, very God of very God. 
But Jesus says “Your Father, your God.” That 
is only possible because of the Resurrection of 
Jesus. Jesus, God’s well beloved Son, came 
and took our place to bring about reconcilia- 


tion between God and man. He. was put to 
death. Was His atonement accepted by God? 
The answer is found at the empty tomb of 
Jesus. Now we have positive proof that the 
debt is paid, the curse removed, that Jesus is 
what He claimed to be, the eternal Son of 
God, that life and immortality are awaiting us. 
It is positive proof that God Almighty is our 
loving Father in Christ Jesus. 


Matthew 28:11-15. Some of the Roman Sol- 
diers made their way to Jerusalem and reported 
truthfully what had happened. The elders made 
no effort to discredit the story told by the 
guards. There were too many witnesses. The 
evidence was incontrovertible. Instead the el- 
ders resorted to bribery. But bribes and 
threats and even killings did not shake the 
testimony of those who saw the risen Re- 
deemer. : 


I Corinthians 15:20, 50-57. A child may play 
with a wasp when it has lost its sting. A ser- 
pent though still ugly is harmless when _ its 
fangs have been removed. The open tomb of 
Christ assures us that the grave is not the last 
chapter in our life’s story. Death is no longer 
the impenetrable wall beyond which lies the 
vast unknown, but a door which ushers us into 
the eternal mansions which have been prepared 
for us by our risen and ascended Lord and 
Saviour. 


Luke 24:1-9. In a large public hall in Moscow, 
several years ago, Comrade Lunatscharsky, after 
an eloquent endeavour to prove that Christian- 
ity was a dead issue, challenged anyone in his 
audience to refute his statements. A young 
priest mounted the platform and said “Brethren, 
Christos Woskresse” (Christ is risen )—custom- 
ary Easter Greetings of Christian Russians. 
As one man the great audience cried: 
“Woistnu Woskresse” (He is risen, indeed )— 
customary reply. “That is all,” said the priest, 
and Lunatscharsky could say nothing, as the 
audience rushed out. The fact of the resur- 
rection had been so deeply rooted in the hearts 
of the people, that they spontaneously gave 
utterance to their triumphant confession. And 
still today, as the facts proclaim, “Christ is 
risen,” our faith echoes, “He is risen indeed!” 
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THE MESSAGE OF EASTER IN SACRED SONG 


John 20:26-28 
By THE REY. VICTOR R. ARCHIE, Evanston, Illinois 


@® METHOD 


The method suggested for presenting this 
material is the Panel Discussion method with 
some directed participation. Three young peo- 
ple may present the topic which, very naturally, 
falls into three sections. 

1. The music and composers of the Easter 

hymns. 

2. The authors of the Easter hymns. 

3. The symbolism of the Easter hymns. 

Each hymn is studied separately. This will 
involve passing the subject around more fre- 
quently. After the panel members have pre- 
sented their material on one particular hymn 
and have entertained questions and suggestions 
from the group, the entire group will then read 
the words of the hymn in unison. This will 
be followed by singing the hymn with the 
music. This procedure is suggested since it is 
an excellent opportunity to “learn by doing’’. 
Each panel member should make a careful 
study of the entire topic and be prepared to 
ask questions of other members of the panel. 
It is advisable, however, not to discuss the ma- 
terial beforehand, since spontaneous conver- 
sation," which is so essential in a Panel discus- 
sion, is generally lost when the material is 
“hashed” over before the meeting. 
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@ SUGGESTED PROGRAM 


Quiet Music 

Scripture: John 20:26-28 

Psalm 118 (read responsively ) 

Prayer: Our Heavenly Father, as we gather 
here this evening to study the Resurrection 
message as it is proclaimed in our glorious 
Easter hymns, touch our hearts with Thy 
Holy Spirit. Enlighten our minds 
greater understanding and appreciation of the 
Christian men and women down through the 
centuries, who have provided us sacred mu- 
sic by means of which we may praise and 
magnify Thy Blessed Name in song. We 
thank Thee that all over the world there are 
Christians with the resurrection faith in their 
hearts who are celebrating the Festival of 
Easter again this year. We thank Thee, O 
God, that we may join together with so 
great a company in praise of Thy Holy 
Name and in Thanksgiving for Thy Son, our 
Resurrected Lord. Amen. 

Presentation of topic and singing of the Easter 
hymns 

The Offering 

The Lord’s Prayer 


with a- 


@ THE TOPIC 


Introduction 

An unknown writer has described a 
scene he witnessed at Athens: “As mid- 
night approached, the Archbishop, with 
his priests, accompanied by the King and 
Queen, left the church, and stationed 
themselves on the platform, so that they 
were distinctly seen by the people. 
Everyone now remained in breathless 
expectation, holding their unlighted 
tapers in readiness when the glad mo- 
ment should arrive, while the priests still 
continued murmuring their melancholy 
chant in a low half-whisper. Suddenly 
the single report of a cannon announced 
that twelve o’clock had struck, and that 
Easter day had begun; then the old 
Archbishop, elevating the Cross, ex- 
claimed in a. loud, exulting tone, 
‘Christus Anesti!’ “Christ is Risen!’ and 
instantly every individual of all that 
host took up the cry with one spontan- 
eous shout of indescribable joy and tri- 
umph, “Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen!’ 
At the same moment the oppressive dark- 
ness was succeeded by a blaze of light 
from thousands of tapers, which com- 
municating one from another, seemed to 
send streams of fire in all directions. 
Bands of music struck up their gayest 
strains; the roll of the drum through the 
town, and further on the pealing of the 
cannon, announced far and near ‘these 
glad tidings of great joy;) while from 
hill and plain, from the seashore and 
the far olive grove, rocket after rocket, 
ascending to the clear sky, answered 
back with their mute eloquence that 
Christ is risen indeed. Everywhere men 
clasped each other’s hands, and congrat- 
ulated one another, and embraced with 
countenances beaming with delight; and 
all the while, rising above the mingling 
of many sounds, the aged priests were 
distinctly heard chanting forth a glor- 
ious old hymn of victory.” Written long 
ago by John of Damascus, the hymn 
was the familiar, “The Day of Resur- 
rection”. 

If we can capture some of this spirit, 
Easter will really mean much to us. 


‘Singing the treasure of Easter hymns 


will be a living experience. In order that 
we may be helped into a more intelli- 
gent understanding of the hymns and be 
led into an experience which will be 
spiritually rewarding, let us make a care- 
ful study of a few Easter hymns. Before 
we begin the study let us ask ourselves 
several questions. Questions such as: 
“While singing hymns, do I concentrate 
on the meaning of the words?” “Do 
hymns which speak about Israel, Zion, 
Jerusalem or battles and victory, become 
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meaningful or meaningless?” “Are there 
hidden meanings in our hymns of which 
some Christians as well as outsiders are 
unaware?” “Is the name of the hymn 
tune always stated at the top left hand 
side of the hymn and the composer listed 
on the right?’ “How can I tell who 
wrote the words of a certain hymn?” 
“How did the Easter tunes such as ‘Vic- 
tory, ‘St. Kevin’, ‘St. George’, “Christ 
Ist Erstanden’, and ‘Lancashire’ get their 
names?” Keep these questions in mind 
as we proceed with our study. The first 
hymn we shall examine is the hymn 
mentioned in the introduction, “The Day 
of Resurrection”. 
“The Day of Resurrection” 
(115 CSB; 81 PSH; 43 CYH*) 


The Music and the Composer 

This Resurrection hynin is a priceless 
possession of the Christian church. It is 
a hymn sung by all of the major denomi- 
nations throughout the entire world. (As 
we consider the music and composer of 
the hymn we will first note that the name 
of the tune is always listed in the upper 
left hand corner and the composer in the 
upper right hand corner of the hymn) 
The name of this tune is “Lancashire”. 
Perhaps, the only good reason why hymn 
tunes have titles is because they might 
otherwise become lost. Down through the 
centuries words and music have changed 
places frequently. Sometimes old tunes 
were dropped and new tunes were writ- 
ten, or new words were written for old 
tunes. Therefore, our hymns really have 
two names instead of one. The general 
title taken from the first line of the first 
stanza and also the title of the particular 
tune or music used. The tunes received 
their names in various ways. Some were 
named from the first line of the Latin 
or German. Others were named after 
the author of the words or the composer 
himself. Still others were named after 
famous persons, famous churches, towns, 
cities or streets where the composer 
lived. 

The tune for this hymn was written by 
Henry Smart. He was born in 1818 and 
died in 1879. (Refer to Supplementary 
Material for further information ) 


The Author of the Words 

The author’s name or other source of 
the words of a hymn is always stated 
after the last stanza of the hymn. The 
original author of the hymn, “The Day 
of Resurrection,” was John of Damascus. 
He was born about A. D. 700. Because 
of his abilities he rose to a position of 
great prominence in the church. Later 
in life he retired to a convent on the 
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west shore of Dead Sea. His time at 
the convent was devoted to religious 
writings. The words of the hymn in 
question were translated and put into 
their present form by John M. Neale. 
Neale was born in London, England, 
in 1818. He was very interested in the 
hymns of the Latin and Greek churches 
and it was these hymns which he trans- 
lated with such brilliant success. 


The Symbolism 

Before we discuss the symbolism in 
this hymn, let us define the word symbol. 
A symbol, in plain language, is generally 
something which stands for something 
else. We think of the cross, for instance, 
as a symbol of. the suffering and death 
of Jesus Christ for our sins. In this case 
an inanimate object represents a living 
reality. Words, as such, are also used as 
symbols. The word lamb, for example, 
literally means a young sheep or gentle 
animal. The same word is used sym- 
bolically in the Bible to mean the Son of 
God, Jesus Christ. - 

In the hymn we are studying, we have 
the word “Resurrection”. Resurrect liter- 
ally means to restore to life. Symbolically, 
the word resurrection stands for the en- 
tire Easter message. This one act, the 
miraculous rising of Jesus from the dead, 
attested that in Him was the opportunity 
for all mankind to find salvation and 
everlasting life. 

In a certain progressive school the 
teacher of religion opened a discussion 
of religion with her eight year old pu- 
pils. The pupils were being taught how 
to think rather than what to think. With 
this spirit of freedom, one eight year old 
girl said, “It is too bad Jesus could not 
have heard the beautiftil music in Chapel 
this morning.” A little boy of the same 
age spoke up and said, “Well, He prob- 
ably did. Jesus is still living.” “Oh no”, 
replied the little girl, “Jesus is dead. His 
friends said He rose from the dead be- 
cause they thought they had seen Him 
after He was buried, but they only im- 
agined that.” To this statement the boy 
took issue. Jumping out of his seat and 


- rushing at the little girl, he shook his 


fist at her and cried, “Jesus Christ did 
too rise from the dead!” I believe at 
Easter time we need to get as excited as 
the little boy and proclaim the truth 
with a raised voice that Jesus Christ did 
rise from the dead! If we really believe 
that, how can we sing the Resurrection 
hymns so complacently? 

In addition to the word “Resurrection,” 
there are many other words in _ this 
hymn which have symbolic meaning. 
The word “Passover”, for instance. The 


passover is an annual feast of the Jews. 
It was instituted in Old Testament times 
to commemorate the sparing of the He- 
brews in Egypt when the first-born of 
the Egyptians. were slain. If the Chris- 
tian thinks of this when he sings about 
the passover, he does well but not well 
enough. This word “Passover” is used 


-not only to remind us of a past event, 


but to symbolize a universal truth of 
present and future importance. That, 
just as God protected the Hebrews, He 
protects those who believe and _ trust 
in Him during every age. It also refers 
to the passing of Jesus from death to 
life, thus securing eternal life for all true 
believers. (After a careful study has been 
made of the entire stanza or stanzas of 
this hymn, the words should be read in 
unison by the group before it is sung 
with the music. ) 


Come Ye Faithful Raise The Strain” 
(108 CSB; 89 PSH; 40 (Opel) 


The Music and Composer 
Here is another well known Easter 
hymn from the same pen as the previous 
hymn. It has been said that if the 
Eastern Church had given us nothing 
more than these twin lyrics, we would 
still be debtors to them forever. The 
hymn tune is entitled, “St. Kevin”, and 
it appeared in The Hymnary published in 
London in 1872. It is a simple and joy- 
ous tune expressing the moods and feel- 
ing of the Eastertide. The composer in 
this instance is none other than Arthur 
S. Sullivan, composer of that famous 
song, “The Lost Chord”. Sullivan was 

born in 1842 and died in 1900. 


The Author of the Words 

The words of this hymn were written 
by John of Damascus about the middle 
of the eighth céntury. In most cases the 
words of our hymns can be traced back 
to the Psalms or other portions of scrip- 
ture. In this case the words are traced 
to the Song of Moses, Exodus 15. The 
words were translated into the English 
by John Mason Neale about 1859. 


The Symbolism 

The first word that catches our eye in 
this hymn is the word “faithful.” ~ Liter- 
ally, the word means to be full of faith 
or trust. However, it is used here to 
symbolize all those individuals who be- 
long to the Invisible Church. The church 
of true Christians as God sees it in ‘con- 
trast to the Visible Church. 

In the second line of this hymn we 
read, “God hath brought His Israel into 
joy from sadness”. Here the word “Is- 
rael” has great symbolic meaning. In 
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spite of this fact, many people in singing 
about Israel never get beyond its literal 
meaning. Literally, it means the Northern 
Hebrew kingdom. However, if we also 
take into consideration its figurative and 
moral meanings, we begin to have real 
insight. When we sing about Israel, 
therefore, we need to keep in mind 
several things. First, the Israelites were 
considered the chosen people of God 
and were miraculously delivered from 
the hands of the Egyptians. Secondly, in 
singing about Israel, we are to realize 
that just as God provided a way and 
means for the Israelites to cross the Red 
sea and escape from the Egyptians, so 
He has also rescued us from death 
through our belief in His Son, our Resur- 
rected Lord. This hymn suggests the joy 
of the early Christians when they dis- 
covered that Christ had truly risen from 
the dead. It was, indeed, “the spring of 
souls”. Just as Christ was delivered from 
His prison of death, those who put their 
trust in Him are released from their 
prison of fear, sorrow, sin and doubt. 
(After a careful study has been made 
of this hymn’ and some time allowed for 
discussion, the words should be read in 
unison by the entire group and then 
sung with the music. ) 
“The Strife Is O’er the Battle Done” 
(109 CSB) 


The Music and the Composer 
This is an excellent Easter hymn which 
is being used more and more in our 
churches. The music is of a more ser- 
ious nature than the previous hymns stud- 
ied. The original composer of the mu- 


‘sic, Palestrina, was connected with the 


Roman church and one who held closely 
to the accepted style of Church music. 
Palestrina was born in 1525 and died in 
1594. 

William H. Monk is responsible for 
the music as we now have it arranged in 
the hymnal. Monk was born in London 
in 1823. He was an organist, choir di- 
rector, and musical editor. He was a 
man of deep religious conviction and 
developed his congregation into a hymn- 
loving congregation. He died in 1889. 


The Author of the Words 

The words are from a Latin hymn of 
unknown date. As far back as it can be 
traced is to 1695 where it appeared in 
Symphonia Sireunum, Cologne. It prob- 
ably dates back to the twelfth century. 
Our present translation is an altered 
form of that by Francis Pott, 1859. Pott 
was born in England in 1832. During ac- 
tive work in a parish, he became deaf. 


MARCH, 1949 


He then retired and spent his remaining 
days in the field of hymnology. He is 
best known for his hymn, “Angel Voices 
Ever Singing.” The music for this hymn 
was written by Arthur Sullivan. 


The Symbolism 

The first line of this hymn reads, 
“The strife is oer, the battle done!” 
“Strife” and “battle” symbolize the 
struggle against evil. It ought to be fore- 
most in our minds, however, that this 
struggle is not the type accomplished 
through force. 

This hymn, like all our Easter hymns, 
is a celebration of the victory of im- 
mortality over death won by our Risen 
Lord. Though this message has been 
preached in all the world, there are still 
many voices that remain silent on 
Easter Day. In England, recently, Ad- 
miral Layton released some interesting 
information concerning the religious 
backgrounds and beliefs of eighteen and 
nineteen year old recruits at the Ports- 
mouth Naval Station. These boys were 
asked what Easter meant and only 45 
percent knew the meaning. Still worse, 
only 72 percent knew who Jesus Christ 
was! 

During this Easter season let us do our 
part in proclaiming the Risen Lord. Let 
us sing with enthusiasm the joyous 
Easter hymns, knowing that they voice 
for Christian men and women of all 
time the hope and joy of the everlasting 
life through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
(Follow the same procedure as in pre- 
vious hymus. ) 


@ SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 


Henry Smart, composer of the music for 
“The Resurrection Hymn” started out in life 
as a lawyer. His family was very musical and 
soon his interest in music compelled him to 
give up his law practice. At once, he began 
working at music with utmost devotion and 
earmmestness. He not only became a noted com- 
poser, but a very fine organist as well. When 
he was 52 years old he became blind. This, 
however, did not end his musical career. He 
continued active in the musical field until his 
death. Smart’s tune “Lancashire”? was written 
about 1836 not for ““The Day of Resurrection’, 
but for “From Greenland’s Icy Mountains’’. 
This is an example of how some tunes man- 
age to walk in strange company. 


Arthur S. Sullivan was a popular English 
composer and his music is still played and 
sung throughout the musical world. His wide 
popularity was won through his music written 
for Sir Gilbert’s light operas. Sullivan’s music 
for the hymn, “Come, Ye Faithful Raise The 
Strain” is written in the major mode with one 
sharp in the key signature. This is brought to 
the reader’s attention because most of our 
more joyous hymns are written in the sharp 
keys. This is worthy of notice, since there is 
also symbolism involved in the music. Com- 
posers seek out key signatures employing 
sharps when they wish to establish a joyful 
mood and signatures employing flats when they 
wish to establish a serious mood. The Good Fri- 
day hymns, for example, all employ key sig- 


natures with flats, with only one exception. 
Some of these are in the minor mode, which 
adds to the sorrowful character of the mood 
expressed. 


Martin Luther’s hymn, “Christ Lay in Death’s 
Strong Bands”, is well worth studying. The 
music was written by Johann Walther in 1524. 
He was an associate of Luther and is believed 
to have written down the hymns as Luther 
composed them. The words of the hymn, of 
course, were written by Luther himself, Rich- 
ard Massie translated the hymn into English, 

The life of Luther is well known to most of 
us. He was bom in Saxony, Nov. 10, 1483. 
Concerming his parents, Luther said, “My par- 
ents were very poor, my father worked as a 
woodcutter”. Luther was very fond of music, 
He not only sang, but played the lute and the 
flute. Like another well-known hymn writer, 
Isaac Watts, Luther was taken into the home 
of a wealthy patron. Luther was still very 
young, however, when Madam Ursula Cotta 
sought to help him. It is easy to believe that 
under the influence of the Cotta family, who 
had endowed an institution for the Order of 
the Franciscans, Luther decided to become a 
monk, The rest of the story is well-known. 
One writer of old said of his hymns, “Not one 
needless word is found in his hymns. All flow 
sweetly and neatly, full of spirit and doctrine. 
Each word gives a sermon of its own. Nothing 
is forced, the words are choice and proper.” 

Symbolism occurs in this hymn not only in 
the words, but in the music. The music is 
literally filled with accidentals, sharps and 
flats. The music also modulates or changes 
from one key to another throughout the hymn. 
What is the meaning of these “musical fire- 
works”? : 

One answer might be due to the following 
explanation. Up until the time when Luther 
freed the Bible for use among the common 
people, the church was very strict concerning 
the music used in its services. There was a 
distinct difference between sacred and secular 
music. However, with the new freedom of the 
Reformation, composers began to break away 
from the hard and fast rules of the church. 
The composers who were in sympathy with 
Luther and broke with the Established Church 
began to make free use of modulations and 
accidentals, especially sharps. This was the 
one thing despised most in the Roman church, 
the use of sharps! Certain composers, however, 
even though they sympathized with Luther, 
were afraid to leave the Roman church. They, 
therefore, concealed modulations within their 
sacred music which was recognized only by 
the “informed”. When sung by the “unin- 
formed”, this sacred music would be _ inter- 
preted as it was written. When sung by the 
“informed”, the same sacred music would be 
interpreted according to the secret code printed 
in the music. It would involve modulations 
or changes from one key to another which was 
forbidden by the Roman church. The recent 
discovery of “‘secret”? chromatic art may help 
us to understand some of our sacred music 
which up until now we have considered a little 
difficult to comprehend. 


“Christ The Lord Is Risen Today” is an- 
other popuJar Easter hymn. The tune for this 
hymn is entitled “St. George’, and was com- 
posed by George F. Elvey. Elvey was organist 
and choirmaster in the St. George Chapel in 
Windsor, England, and this is the reason the 
tune is called “St. George”. Elvey was edu- 
cated in the Canterbury Cathedral Choir: school 
and graduated from Oxford University. He 
desired to make his compositions so genuinely 
worshipful that a stranger, listening at a 
distance and unable to catch the words would 
be compelled to say, “That is sacred music!” 

The author of the words of “Christ The 
Lord Is Risen Today” is none other than 
Charles Wesley. Wesley was inspired to write 
this hymn through a Latin hymn of the 14th 
century which carries the same title. The Rev. 
Charles Wesley lived from 1707 to 1788. He 
was the most prolific of all hymn writers with 
a total of 6,500 hymns to his credit. 
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@® THE BIBLE SPEAKS 


St. John 21:26-31. The scriptures are written 
for our edification and learning. They should 
be studied regularly and reverently. Perhaps, 
the greatest weapon the Christian has against 
temptation and the regular run of difficulties is 
the Word of God. Through the reading of 
God’s Word our faith is increased. Since we 
live in an age when fear is constantly and 
steadily paralyzing great masses of people, a 
deep-rooted and well-grounded faith is needed 
as never before. It is certainly, in the light 
of these facts, very essential that we know, 
without a doubt, that Jesus is the Son of God. 


I Corinthians 15:55-57. Every age has, in a 
certain sense, been upset over disruptive con- 
ditions, either at home or abroad. In spite of 
any disruptive factors, the Christian can still 
praise God. Easter is a reminder for us all 
that we have a greater victory, victory through 
our Risen Lord Jesus. As suggested by scrip- 
ture, sin and death have no claim over the 
Christian. This is true since our Saviour was 
victorious over death all those who believe in 
Him are given the same power. 


St. Matthew 28:16-20. As Christians it is our 
great privilege and solemn obligation to be- 
come disciples of our Lord. That is, we are not 
only to follow Jesus, but to tell others about 
Him. It may be true as Dr. Georgia Harkness, 
well-known Christian author, has said, that the 
Gospel has now, for the first time, been 


James 5:13. Here is advice for all sorts and 
conditions of men. If any one is downcast, 
scripture admonishes such a one to pray. If 
any one is merry, scripture admonishes such a 
one to sing Psalms. It has always been a nat- 
ural thing for human beings to break forth 
in song when they are happy. Miriam, the 
sister of Moses, is one of the first we have rec- 
ord of who broke forth in song because of her 
joy. It was on the occasion of the delivery of 
Israel from the Egyptians. Ever since man has 
sought one way or another to express his joy 
on various occasions. The Christian way, as 
suggested by our scripture, is a song of praise 
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to God. ef 
Ephesians 5:18, The Christian is not to indulge . O U lO al 


(See Page 11) 


in the frivolities of the world, but rather be 
filled with the Spirit. The world presents many 
ways of escape from reality. None of these 
ways are really effective. Difficulties are mere- 
ly pushed back further and further into the 
sub-conscious. Finally, it develops into what 
psychology calls a neurosis or perhaps even a 
psychosis. The Christian way is to face reality 
and not to run away from it. God has provided 
a way this may be done with faith in His Son, 
Jesus Christ. 
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Colossians 8:16. There is no end of power in 
the Word of God or the Word of Christ. Its 
power is equally strong, whether it is spoken 
or sung. The suggestion in this scripture verse 
is that we ought not only sing songs of praise 
to God ourselves, but also to teach others 
Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs that they 
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preached in all parts of the earth. Yet, many 
of our closest neighbors are still ignorant of 
the saving grace of our Lord. Like Luther, 


Jesus, but also sing about Him. It is common 
knowledge that thousands were converted to 
the Reformation principles by Luther’s hymns 
as well as by his sermons. 


can our praise be 
Father? 


may join us in our praise of the Risen Christ. 


Psalm 149. Sing unto the Lord a New Song. 
we may not only speak and preach: about It is, indeed, urgent that we have a better 
understanding of our hymns. For unless we 
know the meaning of the words we sing, how 
acceptable to God our 


ZA G\O|9 7A] 4/4/95] tw) A/V 
We 7M Zee 
MBE UZe 
ALLS Za 3\ aw YY S| 


NE 


America—Land of 
Promise For DP’S 


(Continued from Page 5) 


Although the result of the interview was definitely to 
match the Pihelgas family with the Rosevold assurance, 
there are many hurdles to be cleared before it is decided 
whether they can go to America and Mayville. 

This is the procedure that must be followed: 

1. The Lutheran resettlement office will request. the 
International Refugee Organization to provide documenta- 
tion on the family. 

2. This request will be sent by the IRO to its repre- 
sentative in the DP camp where the Pihelgas family is 
located. The IRO will then register and fingerprint the 
family and give them general medical examination. The 
registration form will list various routine identifying in- 
formation, the employment experience, education, lan- 
guages spoken, civil documents in possession, the refugee 
status, and conduct statement of the family. 

3. These forms, after being checked by the IRO re- 
settlement center, are then sent to the area office of the 
United States Displaced Persons’ Commission for analysis 
and preliminary selection. 

4. The DP Commission, if it does not reject the forms, 
then passes them on to the U. S. Army’s counter-intelli- 
gence corps. The CIC investigates the family and deter- 
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mines whether from its background it is politically ac- 
ceptable to the United States. 

5. The CIC then returns the documents to the DP 
commission, and if they are okay, the commission’s case 
analyst sends them to a United States consul in Frankfurt, 
Munich or Stuttgart. 

6. The family, after being called to the IRO resettle- 
ment center, is required by the U. S. consul to undergo 
a new medical examination and provide such documents 
as birth and marriage certificates and certificates of skills 
and education. 

7. If these are satisfactory, the consul issues a visa. 
All papers are returned to the DP commission, which 
makes a list of all papers and seals them in an envelope 
with a visa. 

8. IRO makes up a transport group and sends the 
family with an escort officer to staging center at Bremen, 
Germany, where it may stay weeks. 

9. At Bremen, the U. S. immigration service of the 
Department of Justice passes on the family, a procedure 
that formerly took place at Ellis Island for U. S. immi- 
grants. 

10. A program orienting the DP’s to America is con- 
ducted at Bremen by the American Friends’ Service Com- 
mittee and the YMCA in co-operation with the voluntarv 
agencies. 

11. The family is placed on board a ship which sails 
for New York. Here the DP’s are met and arrangements 
made for them to go to their new homes. 

If Jaan Pihelgas and his family pass all these hurdles. 
they should be in Mayville in February or March. | 
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Report Special Gifts Fund 


October—November—December, 1948 


CANADA 
Linwood Luther League 
Milverton Luther League 
North East Hope Luther League . 
Wellesley Luther League 
Zion Luther League 
Stratford 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA 


Mrs. P. G. Schafer 
Savannah, Ga. 


“NEBRASKA 


Emmanuel Luther League 
Tekamah, Neb. 


NEW YORK 


Long Island District Luther League 


MINISTERIUM OF PENNA. 
West Parker Lutheran Church 
Weatherly 


_ Norristown Conference Luther League 


MISSISSIPPI 
Trinity Luther League 


Jackson 


TEXAS 


Clara Roitsch 


Yoakum Luther League 
Victoria Luther League 
Swiss Alp Intermediate Luther League 


Goliad Luther League 
Collettoville Luther League 


Swiss Alp Young People’s. 


Luther League 


MRS, JOSIE FREUND 
Memorialized by the 
Schroeder Youth of the Church 
Cuero Luther League 


Texas 


MEMORIALS - 


CARL JOHN HAMMER 
Memorialized by the 
Trinity Luther League 
Longview, Washington 


MRS. MARY UPPLING HENRICKSON 
MR. BLACKBURN 
MRS. EVA T. MENGES 

Memorialized by the 

Executive Committee and 

Office Staff and Secretaries 

of The Luther League of America 


SISTER HAVANA AMOS 
Memorialized by 
Marian C. Sbach 
Toledo, Ohio 


HELEN HARDER 

BERTHA KOENIG 
Memorialized by the 
Luther League of 
Hanover, Kansas 


MRS 3 Ja) ULERY 
Memorialized by the 
The Women of St. Mark’s 
English Lutheran Church 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Financial Report, December 31, 1948 


Apportionment 
Quota Paid 
MAIO TAIA) acer ceeye see) als $ 3820.00 ( 9) $ 320.00 
BPI Ms eyes icc stews oops © cue 880 00 800.32 
Columbia District ...... 102 00 (23) 102.00 
Monnecticut <........2--- 228.00 (17) 228.00 
oo Ea cis ceptors 113.00 ( 7) 113.00 
Georgia-Alabama ....... 225.00 (11) 352.82 
UOT 0A Sf Gg oe REO 718.00 (15) 718.00 
HET a bp o@aoeacemnd 850.00 (16) 350.00 
DEN AMES feiss ape a-< -e'aiererere 400 00 (18) 400.00 
Beara SS ages onset finite cavere% oss 272.00 (20) 272.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee 233.00 (12) 233.00 
“Vlotsahveel” 39 ano pope 885.00 578.35 
BMRCHISAN, oc ls. c.s «(soe ere 2 200.00 ( 2) 227.00 
ECL WEStw es teers ne ote one ot 492.00 ( 5) 492.00 
IEENESOCA, is ae sie sires 410.00 303.12 
Mississippi ......-++--+6 35.00 ( 4) 35.00 
Maa So Gy Spo aoe 65.00 20.00 
MeDTASKA Wes sce «slot + sab = 840.00 (22) 340.27 
INGW. Jersey ....00.-0-6- 545.00 (21) 545.21 
MIEN YOLK i... nics 0, mere oe 1,020.00 820.00 
Worth Carolina ......... 1,697.00 ( 1) 1,697.00 
MINGVA SCOUAT ile. es eae 90.00 (19) 90.00 
ThiteyT ie ae ee ere 1,020.00 (13) 1,020.00 
Pacific Northwest ....... 67.00 (14) 67.00 
Central Pennsylvania . 1,700.00 ( 3) 1,700.00 
Penna. Ministerium ..... 3,075.00 2,850.77 
Pittsburgh ...........-.- 1,020.00 664.83 
Rocky Mountain ........ 98.00 70.50 
South Carolina ......... 975.00 ( 8) 975.00 
BEER GS hc ewets a cies «vie ciel s.« 253.00 229.67 
Sy See eb ooede aoe 685.00 ( 6) 685.00 
BSE VALP INI 5. 0:5 iecere: 00/0 145.00 (10) 145.00 
Westem Canada ....... 138.00 50.00 
DUASCONSIN 5 o.0,5 00.0 ol cise os 850.00 224.25 
Muerto Rico .......+-s>- 
Special 2.2.2.4 -s0iee ee 
$17,719.11 


MARCH, 1949 


China-Skeldon 


Quota 


$ 435.00( 6) 
1,290.00 
135.00 
135.00 ( 7) 
165.00 ( 5) 
375.00 
945.00 ( 1) 
570.00 ( 2) 
825.00 
390.00 
345.00 
1,350.00 
480.00 
630.00 
600.00 ( 8) 
75.00 
60.00 
875.00 ( 3) 
780.00 (12) 
1,575.00 
3,000.00 
115.00 
2,100.00 (10) 
185.00 
1,500.00 ( 4) 
4,200.00 
1,560.00 
120.00 
1,350.00 
860.00 
1,035 00 
225.00 (11) 
120.00 ( 9) 
540.00 


Special Gifts Faith in Youth Offering 


Paid Cong. 1948 L.L. 
$ 457.93 $ $ 263.41 $ 116.71 
589.76 263.00 83.00 291.25 
86.97 5.00 
160.85 15.00 
165.00 20.00 “63.02 85.48 
239.85 85.00 148.57 66.58 
1,083.05 15.00 329.51 78.59 
584.52 224.40 47.81 
500.00 235.69 112.65 
246.51 10.00 132.96 12.15 
300.85 137.75 68.24 
856.58 27.00 381.07 69.20 
446.44 55.55 23.48 
433.58 139.83 190.55 
600.00 258.09 68.33 
58.75 5.00 10.00 29.88 
20.00 10.40 5.00 
459.81 35.00 177.89 96.36 
783.35 125.00 112.80 
1,080.45 45.00 “815.94 125.16 
2,076.03 277.10 707.53 658.09 
21.65 23.00 
2,100.00 10.00 1,320.50 75.09 
1.40 10.00 78.68 
1,767.90. 5.00 644.59 247.70 
2,229.78 78.50 729.38 369.85 
930.18 10.00 445.34 149.84 
72.00 76.39 24.95 
1,066.01 5.00 395.55 283.58 
349.02 78.25 39.41 231.28 
215.42 391.99 146.21 
225.00 68.85 82.52 
305.99 166.58 35.97 
344.42 126.30 86.11 
150.00 
35.50 
$20,937.41 $964.35 $8,814.77 $3,969.31 
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Yes, We’re Gettin’ Ready! 


(Continued from Page 16) 


to give your local league a report when you return from 
the Roanoke convention, don’t forget!) Therefore, we're 
arranging to have delivered to every registered delegate 
and visitor copies of the Roanoke morning and afternoon 
newspapers. 

Some of us felt that perhaps you might also be inter- 
ested in news happenings in your home state. Therefore, 
we're arranging to have copies of the leading newspapers 
of your state delivered to our convention “Hospitality 
Booth”—where you can read them at your leisure. 

We have had one major disappointment in our con- 
vention planning. Due to circumstances beyond our con- 
trol, college dormitories we hoped to make available for 
delegates wishing extra-low-cost lodging have not been 
obtainable for the convention! However, through careful 
planning, the Virginia General Committee has worked out 
a Club Rate plan which we feel makes up for the lack of 
dormitory facilities. 

Under this plan we have arranged to pool all expenses 
(outside of lodging and transportation from your home- 


Luther League Book-of-The-Month Club 


Selections for March 


The Luther League Book-of-the-Month Club has not been 
discontinued. It simply has gone into another phase and is 
now operated independently of the United Lutheran Publica- 
tion House by the Luther League of America. Books named 
may still be purchased from the House but they will not be 
eon automatically and no discount will be granted by the 

ouse. 


_ For Intermediates 
JUDY OF KETTLE ROCK 
by Agnes Barden Dustin 
W. A. Wilde Company—275 pages $2.50 


This is the pathetic, heart-warming story of a young, home- 
less, unwanted girl, who answered to the name of Judy. The 
beloved old traveling peddler of Bear Mountain in Vermont, 
Cap’n Zeb Coleman rescued her from her Gipsy existence and 
provided for her a home on his farm. Exciting and amusing 
are Judy’s experiences as she attempts to adjust herself to 
civilized living. 


For Seniors and Young People 
THE SEVEN STARS 


by Toru Matsumoto 


Friendship Press—224 pages $2.50 


This is a fictionized life story of seven young Japanese boys 
who grew up together and who called themselves “The Seven 
Stars’. Their experiences and plans separated them during the 
war years. The writer portrays the experiences of these seven 
boys and portrays the life of each in such an interesting 
manner that one reader says of it “a skillful glimpse of tran- 
sitions from old customs to a new and better appreciation of the 
quiet but powerful leaven of the Gospel in a non-Christian 


land”. 


Thirty-two 


town to Roanoke) into one sum—$21.50. For this amount 
of money, payable at the time of registration (in advance 
of your coming) you will receive your meals from Monday 
evening through Friday evening, your Natural Bridge trip, 
your banquet ticket and tip, and your registration fee to 
the Luther League of America. : 

Add to your $21.50 the cost of lodging (from a top of 
$20 for the convention hotel to a minimum of $6.25 for 
private homes) and your train, bus or plane ticket to Roa- 
noke—and we think you'll find the 1949 convention one of 
the least expensive, as well as one of the most attractive 
ones ever held. 

Remember, youre “coming South” for the August Af- 
fair . . . come expecting to experience Southern Hospital- 
ity, to enjoy a week of inspiration, education and elation, 
and to “live graciously” during your stay in Roanoke. 

We're expecting you! 


The Luther League of America 


Suite 405 Muhlenberg Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 


1228-1234 Spruce Street 


EXECUTIVE STAFF 
REV. JOSEPH W. FREASE - - = 


REV. WILLIAM J. DUCKER - - 
MISS LOUISE MARKS - - : a 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


OFFICERS 
HOWARD L. LOGAN - S = 2 : 
757 Pioneer Drive, Glendale 6, California 


ROY HENRICKSON - - - - First Vice-President 
Box 298, Zelienople, Pa. 


GARFIELD E. RAYMOND - - > Second Vice-President 
86 Norman Avenue, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 


MISS RUTH BLACKBURN - - Recording Secretary 
2002 P Street, N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 


HOWARD TURKHEIMER, Jr. - - - - 
405 Muhlenberg. Bldg., 1228 Spruce St. 
Philadelphia 7, Penna. 


MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 
Term 1943-1947 
EDWARD WIGGERT - 18475 Alcoy Ave., Detroit 5, Michigan 
MISS CLARA ROITSCH - - Box 515, La Grange, Texas 
MISS RUTH GREVE - 77 W. Washington St., Chicago 2, IIl. 
REV. CARL A. DRISCOLL - 1702 N. Wooster Ave., Dover, 0. 
(Term 1945-1949) 


CLARENCE L. NEUN - 160 Hagen St., Buffalo 15, N. Y. 
Chairman, Special Gifts 


MISS MABEL SEAGLE - 401 Bon View Ave., Lincolnton, N. C. 
REV. W. F. MOST - 5211 Seward St., Omaha 4, Nebraska 
EUGENE GEIGER - DeKalb Street, Center Square, Penna. 


Immediate Past President 
ALVIN H. SCHAEDIGER - 62 Lincoln Ave., Cliffside Park, N. J. 


Executive Secretary 
Associate Secretary 
Associate Secretary 


President 


Treasurer 


COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
MRS. PAUL H. COVER - Chairman, Education Committee 
737 Penn Avenue, New Brighton, Penna. 
ROBERT T. MENGES - Chairman, Missionary Committee 
Menges Mills, Penna. 


REV. JOHN P. SHANNON - Chairman, Life Service Committee 
3114 6th Ave., N., Billings, Montana 
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Presents regularl th All- | 
Lutheran ea ees aug- S U S Q U E H A N N A U N | V E R S | T \ 
mented for our use. (Co-educational ) SELINSGROVE,~PA. 


G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


An Accredited College Stressing 
Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 


Especially suited to the interest 
of high schoolers. 


Price 75 cents _ os Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
Order from High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 


A.B., B.S., and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write Russell Galt, Ph.D., Dean 


Keats Collec 


Founded 1842 Co-Educational 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 
Four-year accredited college of the Lutheran Synod of 
Virginia. 
A.B. and B.S. degrees in the liberal arts and sciences. 
Pre-professional offerings in the major fields. Business 
Administration. 
New admissions in February, June, and September. 
CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 


Luther League of America 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


“A Good College for Young Men and Women” 


Owned and controlled by the South Caro- 
lina, Georgia-Alabama and Florida Synods 


Academically Accredited Educationally Efficient 
Spiritually Sound 


For catalogue write: JAMES C. KINARD, President 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


A Century of Faith THIEL COLLEGE 


Devoted to Education GREENVILLE, PA. 
has brought to Wittenberg nationwide recognition as a ari 
strong liberal arts college. True to its Christian heritage, A Christian College 
Wittenberg develops the well-rounded student—intellect- of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
nally, spiritually, physically, socially. 
Write for the Catalog and View Book Co-educational Fully Accredited 
W | T T FE N B F R G C 0 [ L F 6 F For information write to 
Dean Herbert G. Gebert President William F. Zimmerman 

Founded in 1845 Springfield, Ohio An Institution of the Pittsburgh Synod 


® Only Lutheran Intermediate 


WATERLOO COLLEGE topics series in U. S. A. 


Affiliated with the University of Western Ontario @ Written by those who know 
WATERLOO, ONTARIO early teen-agers. 
The only Senior Arts College of the Lutheran Church in Canada. e Specially edited for their use. 
Co-educational courses leading to the B.A. Degree. i 
Men’s and Women’s Residences on the Campus. Price 75 cents 
Moderate Tuition Fees and Cost of Living. Rie ee 
For further information apply to: 


Luther League of America 
H. T. Lenmann, B.A., Tu.D., President Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Christian Training Grounds 
THE HOME—THE CHURCH—THE SCHOOL 


Gettysburg College 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Fully Accredited Coeducational 


A Liberal Arts College Dedicated to the Building 
of Christian Character 


ott oe eaiaau MIDLAND COLLEGE 


Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 62nd Year FREMONT, NEBRASKA 


Ou to Koauoke! 
LUTHER LEAGUE 


Caggage Stickers 


Illustration shows actual size. 
Printed on heavy gummed 
stock. 


PRICE POSTPAID 


TWO for 


LO0 ym Emblem 
Seals in 


Full Color 


2 each—3 sizes 


BAGGAGE 
OY AUTOMOBILES 
NOTE BOOK COVERS 


PROMPT IDENTIFICATION TAGS 


SHIPMENT 


6 Seals 25 Cents 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 
429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA. 


